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WELCOME TO FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Your presence today makes us more complete.  

Thank you for being here and worshipping with us.  
Children of all ages are encouraged to participate in worship.  

 
This worship service is live streamed and recorded 

 and is published on YouTube and Facebook. 
 

Sunday Schedule 
9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. Worship 
 

The Altar Candles are given to the Glory of God 
by Darla and Ken Frame in memory of their parents, Norma and Paul 

Rickert and Betty and Don Frame. 
 

The Altar Flowers are given by Marc and Brenda Shoffstall in honor 
of their grandson, Cort’s Eagle Scout Celebration this weekend and in 

appreciation for Pastor Forsberg today. 
 
  

MINISTERS for TODAY 
Audio/Visual ................................................. Noah Kirby & Jeff Ritchie 
Audio/Visual ................................................. Noah Kirby & Jeff Ritchie 
Lector ........................................................................ Joyce Brincefield 
Ushers ............................................. Jon Schmidt and Maeson Roode 
Worship Assistant ........................................................ Deanna Ronan  
Musician ................................................................................ recorded 
Pastor ............................................................. Pastor Robert Forsberg 
Greeter ................................................................ Dave and Chris Clift 
Altar Guild .............................................Lisa Kirby and Deanna Ronan 
Fellowship Cleanup ...............................Lisa Kirby and Deanna Ronan 

*Please rise if able  



GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  
PRELUDE                

 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been 

saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 



*GATHERING SONG                     Awake, My Soul and with the Sun 
                                                                              (ELW 557 VS 1,2,5) 
 
*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
   For his steadfast love endures forever. 
Give thanks to the God of gods, 
   For his steadfast love endures forever. 
Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 
   For his steadfast love endures forever. 
 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE       This is the Feast (ELW p. 187) 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 LET US PRAY: O Almighty and most Merciful God, through your 

bountiful goodness, keep us from all things that may hurt us, that we, 

being ready both in body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish those 

things that you would have us do. Grant this, we pray, through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 
CHILDREN'S SERMON                        Rebecca Van Meter  
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18: 1-4, 25-32 
The word of the Lord came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this 

proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, 



and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? As I live, declares the Lord God, 

this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Behold, all souls are 

mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul 

who sins shall die. “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear 

now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not 

just? When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does 

injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 

Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has 

committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. Because he 

considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he had 

committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, 

‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is 

it not your ways that are not just? Therefore I will judge you, O house of 

Israel, everyone according to his ways, declares the Lord God. Repent and 

turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. Cast away from 

you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a 

new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have 

no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn, and live.” 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM  25: 1-9 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; let me not 

be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph  over me. 

 Let none who look to you be put to shame; let the treacherous be 

disappointed  in their schemes.  

Show me your  ways, O Lord, and teach | me your paths.  

Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my 

salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.  

Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from | 

everlasting. 

Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember 

me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

Gracious and upright is the Lord; therefore he teaches sinners in his way.  



He guides the humble in doing right and teaches his way to the lowly. 

All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness to those who keep his 

covenant and his testimonies. 

 
SECOND READING: Phillippians 2:1-4 (5-13) 14-18 
So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by 

being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of 

one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count 

others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his 

own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among 

yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form 

of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 

himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 

And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 

to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly 

exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that 

at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, 

so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out 

your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, 

both to will and to work for his good pleasure. Do all things without 

grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and innocent, children of 

God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, 

among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of 

life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or 

labor in vain. Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the 

sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. Likewise  

you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           Alleluia (ELW p. 188) 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21:23-27 (28-32)  
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord 
 When {Jesus} entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 

people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are 

you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus answered 

them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I 

also will tell you by what authority I do these things. The baptism of John, 

from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it 

among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, 

‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are 

afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” So they 

answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell 

you by what authority I do these things. What do you think? A man had two 

sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard 

today.’ And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind 

and went. And he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered, 

‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They 

said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors 

and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. For John came to 

you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you 

did not afterward change your minds and believe him.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MESSAGE        Jesus’ Attitude     Pastor Forsberg 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY      O Master, Let Me Walk with You (ELW 818) 
 
 
 
 



*APOSTLES’ CREED  
Let us profess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to hell.  
On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  
 
Holy Spirit, giver of all spiritual gifts, grant us faith to follow Christ in all 
we do. Teach us your ways that we may be obedient to your will and open 
to your leading in our lives. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Dear Lord, your Spirit has called us together as your people in this place. 
Help us to be of the same mind as Christ Jesus our Lord, willing to empty 
ourselves for each other, the mission, and most of all for you. Grant us 
wisdom to work together for the sake of the Gospel and not for our own 
agendas.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



Almighty God, sovereign Lord, all rulers, powers, and dominions are 
subject to you. Grant that the leaders of all nations would govern with 
wisdom, justice, and equity for the good of all. Lord in your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 
 

Compassionate God, our joys and sorrows are fully known to you. You 
grieve with us in our pain and sorrow and rejoice in our times of grace-
filled joy. Bring healing to all those who are suffering from illness. I invite 
you now, either quietly or aloud to speak the names of someone in need 
of prayer.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God, please be with Pastor Lorenzo in the coming days. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, gracious Father, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our  
Lord. Amen. 
 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
Please take a moment to share the Lord's peace and grace with one 
another. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

TITHES AND OFFERING          Please be seated. 
As the ushers come forward, we would like to thank you for the work 
you have been doing, for the support and care provided, and for the 
gifts you share.  
 



OFFERTORY                 
 
*OFFERING HYMN  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW p. 182) 
 
OFFERING PRAYER   
Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we humbly offer to you the gifts of our 
treasures, talents, and time. Use them to your glory, and for the 
benefit of all your people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to 
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, 
renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your 
grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY       (ELW p. 190) 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 



eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
*LORD'S PRAYER  
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
As we come to this time of Holy Communion, please let me extend to 
you an invitation to come forward and share in this Holy supper. You 
do not need to be member of this church or any Lutheran church to 
participate. If you have been baptized and profess faith in Christ 
Jesus, you are welcome. Jesus is extending this invitation and that is 
His only requirement. Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG     Lamb of God (ELW p. 191) 
 
SONGS DURING COMMUNION   

    Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God (screen)                                                 
                                                                             As the Deer (screen)                               
                               Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word (ELW 517)           
                                                                                
 
*AS WE ARE BLESSED  
Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in God's grace now and always. Amen. 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Almighty and ever-living God, we thank you for feeding us with the 
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us that we are living members of the Body of your 
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. Send us out to do the work 
you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses 
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*BLESSING  
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on 

you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace Amen. 
 
 
*SENDING SONG            On Our Way Rejoicing       (ELW537) 
 
*DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



 
 

 
 

MINISTERS for Next Week 10-04-26 
Audio/Visual ................................................. Noah Kirby & Jeff Ritchie 
Lector ...........................................................................Richard Yocum 
Ushers ............................................... Ken Frame and Richard Yocum 
Worship Assistant ............................................................ Jon Schmidt  
Musician .................................................................... Karen Luginbuhl 
Pastor ................................................................... Pastor Jeff Morlock 
Greeter .........................................................................Sandy Brading 
Altar Guild ......................................... Marsha Jackson and Char Curry 
Fellowship Cleanup .................................................... Marsha Jackson 
 
 
 

Weekly Attendance and Offerings 
Date           Views   Attendance       Current Giving    Benevolence  
09-06            26           52                      $2720.50                $ 190.00 
09-13            14           39                      $1015.00                $   30.00 
09-20            16           68                      $1320.00                $ 135.00 
 
 

OUR PRAYER CORNER 
Those who would love a visit or a card… 
The Gardens  Betty Lietz 
Otterbein-Cridersville  Jim Walls 
Homebound   Marty Rostorfer,  

Eloise Katterhenry,  
Marsha Henderson 

 
 



 
We especially remember in our prayers… 
Betty Lietz, Jim Walls, Marty Rostorfer, Marsha Henderson, Ted 
Gibson, Hunter Smith, Seth Thuman, Jim Zwiebel, JJ Truesdale,  
Bennett Douglas, Kay, Richard & Don Ault, Jerry Dicus, Diane 
Peterson, Connie Krites, Roman Schlegel, Jill Newland, Lynnette 
Swink Chestnut, Carol Horrom, Michelle Wannamacher, Mike Nuss, 
Becky Kohlreiser, Pastor Lorenzo, Allison Heffner & Baby Lydia. 
 
We remember in our prayers our military serving at home and 
abroad, underrepresented and oppressed people, EMTs, firefighters, 
police officers, healthcare workers, and our veterans. 
 
If we are missing anyone in our prayer corner, please call or email the 
office and let us know.  If there is anyone who wishes to be removed, 
please do the same. 
 
What’s Happening at First English…. 
 
IF YOU ARE IN NEED OF PASTORAL CARE PLEASE CONTACT 
THE OFFICE.  
 
Noisy Offering for the month of SEPTEMBER: MIRACLE MEAL 
Offering pans are located in the chapel and at the back of the church. 
Donations are accepted during the entire month. 
 
Bingo at the Gardens in Wapakoneta at 1:30pm on the second 
Tuesday of the month.  
 
Collection for Auglaize County Crisis Center THEY ARE IN NEED 
of food items each month for the based on a monthly request. 
September Items-Paper Towels, Ravioli, noodles, and cereal bars. 



Please put donations on the counter in the library for us to deliver 
weekly or bi-weekly. 
   
Plastic Bag Ministry FELC will be collecting clean empty plastic 
grocery bags for our Prison Ministry. Allen/Oakwood Correctional 
incarcerated persons are making mats for the homeless. There is a 
collection container located at the back door. 
 
Men’s Night  will be held at Astro Lanes on Oct. 8th at 6:00pm 
 
Ladies’ Lunch will be held at Generations Café in St. Marys at 
11:30am on October 20th  Please bring a friend. 
 
 
All Donations for Disaster Relief may be sent directly to: NALC 
2113 Harwood road Suite 309 PMB 409, Bedford Texas 76021 
Please mark it specifically for Disaster Relief. 
 

FELC Upcoming Calendar of Events  
  
Sun. Sept. 27th  9:00am  Adult Sunday School 
 10:00am Worship – Pastor Forsberg 
Thurs. Oct. 1st  4:30pm  Community Loaves & Fishes 
Sun., Oct. 4th  9:00am  Adult Sunday School 
 10:00am Worship 
Thurs. Oct. 8th  4:30pm          Loaves and Fishes  
                                     6:00pm         Men’s Night at 
Sun., Oct. 11th  9:00am  Adult Sunday School 
 10:00am Worship  
  



First English Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC) 

107 W. Mechanic Street, Wapakoneta, OH  45895 
(419) 738-3911 www.myfelc.org 

Church email:  wapakelc@bright.net 
Office Hours: M-F, 8:30am – 11:30am 

 
Mission Statement 

The mission of First English Lutheran Church is to spread the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and to love one another as He loves us. 

 
Church Staff & Volunteers 

Pastor   Rev. Lorenzo Thomas;  
  pastor.lorenzo@myfelc.org; 330-506-6025 
Bookkeeper          Anderson Accounting  
Music Director  Darla Frame; darlaframe@gmail.com 
Audio-Technology Dave Curry; dlcy@bright.net; 937-307-8596 
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