
FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Wapakoneta, Ohio 

 
 

 
10th Sunday after Pentecost 

August 2, 2026  



WELCOME TO FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Your presence today makes us more complete.  

Thank you for being here and worshipping with us.  
Children of all ages are encouraged to participate in worship.  

 

This worship service is live streamed and recorded 
 and is published on YouTube and Facebook. 

 
Sunday Schedule 

9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

 
The Altar Candles are given to the Glory of God 

by Dave & Connie Krites in honor of their 2 sons, daughter-in-law,  
10 grandchildren, and soon to be 3 great-grandchildren.  

They have been richly blessed. 
 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God 
by Mark & Chris Nagel in celebration  

of their son Craig’s 40th birthday on August 5th. 
 

 
MINISTERS for TODAY 

Audio/Visual ................................................. Noah Kirby & Jeff Ritchie 
Lector ...........................................................................Richard Yocum 
Ushers ................................................... Ken Frame & Richard Yocum 
Worship Assistant ............................................................ Susan Miller  
Musician .......................................................................... Darla Frame 
Pastor ............................................................ Pastor Lorenzo Thomas 
Greeter ............................................................................. Robin Klock 
Altar Guild .......................................... Brenda Shoffstall & Chris Nagel 
Fellowship Cleanup ............................ Brenda Shoffstall & Chris Nagel 
 

*Please rise if able.  



GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
PRELUDE          How Majestic is Your Name by Michael W. Smith arr Jay Rous       

 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 

us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ 

Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 
 
*GATHERING SONG        Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (ELW 843) 
 
*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
  



*CALL TO WORSHIP  
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
   For his steadfast love endures forever. 
Give thanks to the God of gods, 
   For his steadfast love endures forever. 
Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 
   For his steadfast love endures forever. 
 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE          This is the Feast (ELW p. 187) 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. Almighty, eternal God, your kindness is far more than we desire 
or deserve. Generously pour out your mercy to forgive where our conscience 
is afraid and to provide that for which by ourselves, we do not even presume 
to pray; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN'S SERMON         Rebecca Van Meter  
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 55:1-5 
 A reading from Isaiah. 1“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and 
he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without price. 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not 
bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and 
eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3Incline your ear, and come 
to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will make with you an everlasting 
covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4Behold, I made him a witness to the 
peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5Behold, you shall call a 
nation that you do not know, and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, 
because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified 
you.” 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

  



PSALM 136: 1-9 [23-26]  
We will read responsively.  
1Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. 
2Give thanks to the God of gods, for his steadfast love endures forever. 
3Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his steadfast love endures forever; 
4to him who alone does great wonders, for his steadfast love endures 
forever; 
5to him who by understanding made the heavens, for his steadfast love endures 
forever; 
6to him who spread out the earth above the waters, for his steadfast love 
endures forever; 
7to him who made the great lights, for his steadfast love endures forever; 
8the sun to rule over the day, for his steadfast love endures forever; 
9the moon and stars to rule over the night, for his steadfast love endures forever; 
[23It is he who remembered us in our low estate, for his steadfast love endures 
forever; 
24and rescued us from our foes, for his steadfast love endures forever; 
25he who gives food to all flesh, for his steadfast love endures forever. 
26Give thanks to the God of heaven, for his steadfast love endures forever.] 
 
SECOND READING: ROMANS 9: 1-5 [6-13] 
A reading from Romans. 1I am speaking the truth in Christ — I am not lying; my 
conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit — 2that I have great sorrow and 
unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were accursed and 
cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the 
flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the 
covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. 5To them belong 
the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is 
God over all, blessed forever. Amen. [6But it is not as though the word of God 
has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, 7and not all 
are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall 
your offspring be named.” 8This means that it is not the children of the flesh who 
are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. 
9For this is what the promise said: “About this time next year I will return, and 
Sarah shall have a son.” 10And not only so, but also when Rebekah had 
conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, 11though they were not yet 
born and had done nothing either good or bad — in order that God’s purpose of 
election might continue, not because of works but because of him who calls — 



12she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13As it is written, “Jacob I 
loved, but Esau I hated.”] 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                 Alleluia (ELW p. 188) 
 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 14: 13-21 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
13When Jesus heard {of John the Baptist’s death}, he withdrew from there in a 
boat to a desolate place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed 
him on foot from the towns. 14When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and 
he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 15Now when it was evening, 
the disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now 
over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 
16But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 
17They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.” 18And he said, 
“Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, 
and taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a 
blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And they all ate and were satisfied. And 
they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 21And those who 
ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MESSAGE            Pastor Lorenzo Thomas 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY          Break Now the Bread of Life (ELW 515) 
 
  



*NICENE CREED 
Let us profess our faith using the words of the Nicene creed. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
  



*PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  
Let us lift our hearts and voices to the Lord in prayer, that he would be merciful to 
his people. 
 

Lord God, you are the one true God and desire all people to know you and your 
love. Help all people to share the good news of your salvation, and grant that 
missionaries would be able to spread the glorious Word of your mercy and 
saving power to all those they meet. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We ask you holy Father, to strengthen our faith and encourage growth in our 
spiritual lives, that we would come to know you better and trust you more deeply. 
As the summer season continues and steady growth is occurring in fields and on 
farms, let our hearts be open to your Word working within us that we would 
experience the steady growth of faith in our lives as well. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of all mercies, your tender care is evidenced in your healing power. Grant 
your healing to those who are in need this day: the wounded, lonely, oppressed, 
and ill. We especially lift up Family & Friends of Mary Ann Thomas, Betty Lietz, 
Jim Walls, Marty Rostorfer, Marsha Henderson, Ted Gibson, Hunter Smith, Seth 
Thuman, Jim Zwiebel, JJ Truesdale, Jason Schneider, Bennett Douglas, Kay, 
Richard & Don Ault, Jerry Dicus, Diane Peterson, Connie Krites, Roman 
Schlegel, Jill Newland, Lynnette Swink Chestnut, Carol Horrom, Michelle 
Wannamacher, Carrie Schmidt and Mike Nuss. And anyone that we name out 
loud or quietly in our hearts. (Brief silence). Grant your strength to the weak, and 
hope to the hopeless. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of grace, you are the source of all good things including food, shelter, and 
family. There are so many in our world that do not have enough to eat each day - 
be with them and provide for their daily needs by giving them nourishment 
enough to satisfy. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Into your hands, gracious Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your mercy; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
Please take a moment to share the Lord's peace and grace with one another. 
 



MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

TITHES AND OFFERING               Please be seated. 
As the ushers come forward, we would like to thank you for the work you have 
been doing, for the support and care provided, and for the gifts you share.  
 
OFFERTORY         Softly and Tenderly by Will L Thompson arr Mark Hayes 
 
*OFFERING HYMN          Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW p. 182) 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we humbly offer to you the gifts of our treasures, 
talents, and time. Use them to your glory, and for the benefit of all your people; 
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for 
the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the 
fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY        (ELW p. 190) 
 
  



*LORD'S PRAYER  
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
As we come to this time of Holy Communion, please let me extend to you an 
invitation to come forward and share in this Holy supper. You do not need to be 
member of this church or any Lutheran church to participate. If you have been 
baptized and profess faith in Christ Jesus, you are welcome. Jesus is extending 
this invitation and that is His only requirement. Come to the banquet, for all is 
now ready. 
 

COMMUNION SONG      Lamb of God (ELW p. 191) 
 
  



SONGS DURING COMMUNION 
All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (ELW 461) 

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ (ELW 674) 
Praise and Thanksgiving (ELW 689) 

 
*AS WE ARE BLESSED 
Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in God's grace now and always. Amen. 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Almighty and ever-living God, we thank you for feeding us with the most precious 
Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us that we 
are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
Send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as 
faithful witnesses of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*BLESSING  
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace Amen. 

 
*SENDING SONG                  O Living Bread from Heaven (ELW 542) 
 
*DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.  



OUR PRAYER CORNER 
Those who would love a visit or a card… 
The Gardens  Mary Ann Thomas, Betty Lietz 
Otterbein-Cridersville  Jim Walls 
Homebound   Marty Rostorfer,  

Eloise Katterhenry,  
Marsha Henderson 

 
We especially remember in our prayers… 
Family & Friends of Mary Ann Thomas, Betty Lietz, Jim Walls, Marty Rostorfer, 
Marsha Henderson, Ted Gibson, Hunter Smith, Seth Thuman, Jim Zwiebel, JJ 
Truesdale, Jason Schneider, Bennett Douglas, Kay, Richard & Don Ault, Jerry 
Dicus, Diane Peterson, Connie Krites, Roman Schlegel, Jill Newland, Lynnette 
Swink Chestnut, Carol Horrom, Michelle Wannamacher, Carrie Schmidt and 
Mike Nuss. 
 
We remember in our prayers our military serving at home and abroad, 
underrepresented and oppressed people, EMTs, firefighters, police officers, 
healthcare workers, and our veterans. 
 
If we are missing anyone in our prayer corner, please call or email the office and 
let us know.  If there is anyone who wishes to be removed, please do the same. 
 

  



What’s Happening at First English…. 
Noisy Offering for the month of AUGUST: SERVANT’S DAY Offering pans 
are located in the chapel and at the back of the church. Donations are accepted 
during the entire month.  
 
Bingo at the Gardens in Wapakoneta at 1:30pm on the second Tuesday of the 
month. All are welcome to help on August 11th! 
 
Collection for Auglaize County Crisis Center We are IN NEED of collecting 
food items each month for the Auglaize County Crisis Center based on a monthly 
dinner theme AUGUST Items-Saltine crackers, kids snacks, canned fruit and 
pancake mix. Please put donations on the counter in the library for us to deliver 
weekly or bi-weekly.   
 
Plastic Bag Ministry FELC will be collecting clean empty plastic grocery bags 
for our Prison Ministry. Allen/Oakwood Correctional incarcerated persons are 
making mats for the homeless. There is a collection container located at the back 
door. 
 
Worship & Music Committee will be meeting after worship service TODAY, 
Sunday, August 2nd. 
 
Christian Ed/Youth Committee will be meeting after worship service on 
Sunday, August 9th. 
 
Men’s Night is scheduled for 6:00pm on Thursday, August 13th, at Side Rails in 
Wapakoneta. All men are encouraged to come and bring a friend! 
 
9-Square Monthly It will be a time for Middle/High Schoolers to come together 
and play 9-Square while learning about God’s word. We encourage youth to 
invite friends from other churches, school, dance class, sports teammates and 
any other place they feel called to invite someone. We will meet once a month, 
12:30pm-1:30pm, see flyer for all dates. We will have a short Bible Time to 
learn about God’s Love & Good News. Adults are also welcome to join! No need 
to RSVP, just come! Any questions, contact office/Hilary. Those attending 9-
Square Monthly, lunch will be provided after fellowship hour is over, around 
12noon-ish. Next Date: August 16th! 

  



MINISTERS for Next Week 8-9-26 
Audio/Visual ................................................. Noah Kirby & Jeff Ritchie 
Lector ................................................................................ Chris Nagel 
Ushers ........................................................... Dave Krites & Dave Clift  
Worship Assistant ....................................................... Makayla Frame  
Musician .................................................................... Karen Luginbuhl 
Pastor ............................................................ Pastor Lorenzo Thomas 
Greeter .........................................................................Sandy Brading 
Altar Guild .......................................... Brenda Shoffstall & Chris Nagel 
Fellowship Cleanup ............................ Brenda Shoffstall & Chris Nagel 
 
 

Weekly Attendance and Offerings 
Date           Views   Attendance       Current Giving    Benevolence  
07/05/2026       17  55  $1,959.00  $150.00 
07/12/2026       23  67  $7,267.00  $140.00 
07/19/2026       11  60  $1,179.00  $25.00 
07/26/2026        9   55  $808.00  $10.00 
  



FELC Upcoming Calendar of Events  
Sun, Aug 2nd  9:00am  Adult Sunday School  
  10:00am  Worship – Pastor Lorenzo Thomas 
    Worship & Music Comm Meeting 
Thurs, Aug 6th  9-11:30am God’s Store House  
 4:30pm  Community Loaves & Fishes 
Fri, Aug 7th 9-11:30am God’s Store House  
Sat, Aug 8th  9-11:30am God’s Store House 
Sun, Aug 9th  9:00am  Adult Sunday School  
  10:00am  Worship – Pastor Lorenzo Thomas 
    Christian Ed/Youth Comm Meeting 
Tues, Aug 11th 1:30pm  Bingo at The Gardens 
Wed, Aug 12th 11am-1pm Backpack & Supplies Giveaway at 
   St. Paul’s UCC 
Thurs, Aug 13th  9-11:30am God’s Store House 
 4:30pm  Community Loaves & Fishes 
 6:00pm  Men’s Night at Side Rails 
Fri, Aug 14th  9-11:30am God’s Store House  
Sat, August 15th  9-11:30am God’s Store House 
 
  



First English Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC) 

107 W. Mechanic Street, Wapakoneta, OH  45895 
(419) 738-3911 www.myfelc.org 

Church email:  wapakelc@bright.net 
Office Hours: M-F, 8:30am – 12:00pm 

 
Mission Statement 

The mission of First English Lutheran Church is to spread the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and to love one another as He loves us. 

 
Church Staff & Volunteers 

Pastor   Rev. Lorenzo Thomas;  
  pastor.lorenzo@myfelc.org; 330-506-6025 
Office Administrator  Hilary Roeger; wapakelc@bright.net; 419-738-3911 
Bookkeeper            Anderson Accounting  
Music Director  Darla Frame; darlaframe@gmail.com 
Audio-Technology  Dave Curry; dlcy@bright.net; 937-307-8596 
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