FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Wapakoneta, Ohio
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2nd Sunday of Pentecost
June 7, 2026



WELCOME TO FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Your presence today makes us more complete.
Thank you for being here and worshipping with us.
Children of all ages are encouraged to participate in worship.

This worship service is live streamed and recorded
and is published on YouTube and Facebook.

Sunday Schedule
9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship

The Altar Candles are given to the Glory of God
by Brenda & Marc Shoffstall in honor
of all holidays celebrated in June.

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God.

MINISTERS for TODAY
Audio/Visual.........c.cooveeiiiiiiiiii e Noah Kirby & Jeff Ritchie
=T o (o ] Richard Yocum
Ushers ..., Ken Frame & Richard Yocum
Worship Assistant ..o, Darla Frame
1Y (U] o3 =T o P Karen Luginbuhl
Pastor......ooovi e, Pastor Lorenzo Thomas
GrEEBLET .. Chris Nagel
Altar Guild.......coooiiii Chris Nagel & Brenda Shoffstall
Fellowship Cleanup...........cccceeevennnnn.. Chris Nagel & Brenda Shoffstall

*Please rise if able.



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Beautiful Savior by David Cherwien

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made

us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.

*GATHERING SONG Morning Has Broken (ELW 556)
*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast (ELW p. 187)



*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, you are the protector of all who trust in you, and beside
you, nothing is strong or holy. Multiply your mercy and guide us that while
using the good things of this fleeting life, we do not lose hold of the things
that endure forever. Grant this, we pray, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

CHILDREN'S SERMON Rebecca Van Meter

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: HOSEA 5: 15 - 6:6

A reading from Hosea. 'l will return again to my place, until they acknowledge
their guilt and seek my face, and in their distress earnestly seek me.

“Come, let us return to the LoORD; for he has torn us, that he may heal us; he has
struck us down, and he will bind us up. ?After two days he will revive us; on the
third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him. 3Let us know; let us
press on to know the LORD; his going out is sure as the dawn; he will come to us
as the showers, as the spring rains that water the earth.” “What shall | do with
you, O Ephraim? What shall | do with you, O Judah? Your love is like a morning
cloud, like the dew that goes early away. *Therefore | have hewn them by the
prophets; | have slain them by the words of my mouth, and my judgment goes
forth as the light. °For | desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of
God rather than burnt offerings.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



PSALM 119: 65-72

We will read responsively.

85You have dealt well with your servant, O Lord, according to your word.
66Teach me good judgment and knowledge, for | believe in your
commandments.

6’Before | was afflicted | went astray, but now | keep your word.

68You are good and do good; teach me your statutes.

89The insolent smear me with lies, but with my whole heart | keep your precepts;
Otheir heart is unfeeling like fat, but | delight in your law.

"It is good for me that | was afflicted, that | might learn your statutes.

2The law of your mouth is better to me than thousands of gold and silver
pieces.

SECOND READING: ROMANS 4: 13-25

A reading from Romans. 3For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he
would be heir of the world did not come through the law but through the
righteousness of faith. #For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the
heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. "®For the law brings wrath, but where
there is no law there is no transgression. "®That is why it depends on faith, in
order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring
— not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of
Abraham, who is the father of us all, '7as it is written, “I have made you the father
of many nations” — in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. '8In hope he
believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he
had been told, “So shall your offspring be.” '®He did not weaken in faith when he
considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a
hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb.
2ONo unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, ?'fully convinced that God was able to
do what he had promised. ??That is why his faith was “counted to him as
righteousness.” 22But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his
sake alone, ?*but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who
raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 2°who was delivered up for our trespasses
and raised for our justification.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia (ELW p. 188)



*GOSPEL: MATTHEW 9: 9-13

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

%As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax
booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. '°And as
Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners
came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. ""And when the Pharisees
saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors
and sinners?” 2But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need
of a physician, but those who are sick. '*Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire
mercy, and not sacrifice.” For | came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
MESSAGE Pastor Lorenzo Thomas

*HYMN OF THE DAY Have No Fear, Little Flock (ELW 764)



*NICENE CREED
Let us profess our faith using the words of the Nicene creed.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



*PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
Let us lift our hearts and voices to the Lord in prayer, that he would be merciful to
his people.

Lord God, you rule over all creation. We thank you for establishing law and order
among us and for revealing to us your will in our lives. Help us to hear your Word
and obey your commandments. Show us those places in our lives where we fall
short of your glory, and by the power of your Holy Spirit, lead us to true
repentance and faith. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Mighty Lord, you have promised to always be with us. Give to your people the
faith to trust in your daily presence among us, that we may serve you as your
witnesses to those around us. By remaining faithful to your Word, may our lives
proclaim the promise of our Lord and Savior to all the world.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Great Physician, we pray that all who suffer in mind, body, or spirit may know
your healing presence. We especially lift up Mary Ann Thomas, Betty Lietz, Jim
Walls, Marty Rostorfer, Marsha Henderson, Ted Gibson, Hunter Smith, Seth
Thuman, Jim Zwiebel, JJ Truesdale, Jason Schneider, Bennett Douglas, Kay,
Richard & Don Ault, Jerry Dicus, Makayla Frame, Tom Judge, Diane Peterson
and Mike Nuss. And anyone that we name out loud or quietly in our hearts. (Brief
silence). Send your Spirit upon them to make them whole and give them hope
and strength in you. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Life-giving Spirit, transform our communities into places of welcome for those
who have been shunned or marginalized. Help us to see in them the very
presence of our Lord Jesus. Then, by your power, send us forth with greetings of
grace and peace on our lips and compassion and mercy in our hearts.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Please take a moment to share the Lord's peace and grace with one another.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

TITHES AND OFFERING Please be seated.
As the ushers come forward, we would like to thank you for the work you have
been doing, for the support and care provided, and for the gifts you share.

OFFERTORY Be Thou My Vision by Paul Manz
*OFFERING HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW p. 182)

*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we humbly offer to you the gifts of our treasures,
talents, and time. Use them to your glory, and for the benefit of all your people;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for
the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the
fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190)



*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

*LORD'S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
As we come to this time of Holy Communion, please let me extend to you an
invitation to come forward and share in this Holy supper. You do not need to be
member of this church or any Lutheran church to participate. If you have been
baptized and profess faith in Christ Jesus, you are welcome. Jesus is extending
this invitation and that is His only requirement. Come to the banquet, for all is
now ready.

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God (ELW p. 191)



SONGS DURING COMMUNION
What Feast of Love (ELW 487)
Healer of Our Every lll (ELW 612)
We Come to You for Healing, Lord (ELW 617)

*AS WE ARE BLESSED
Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God's grace now and always. Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Almighty and ever-living God, we thank you for feeding us with the most precious
Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us that we
are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
Send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as
faithful witnesses of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace Amen.
*SENDING SONG I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me (ELW 860)

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.



OUR PRAYER CORNER
Those who would love a visit or a card...

The Gardens Mary Ann Thomas, Betty Lietz
Otterbein-Cridersville Jim Walls
Homebound Marty Rostorfer,

Eloise Katterhenry,
Marsha Henderson, Judy Metz

We especially remember in our prayers...

Mary Ann Thomas, Betty Lietz, Jim Walls, Marty Rostorfer,
Marsha Henderson, Ted Gibson, Hunter Smith, Seth
Thuman, Jim Zwiebel, JJ Truesdale, Jason Schneider,
Bennett Douglas, Kay, Richard & Don Ault, Jerry Dicus,
Makayla Frame, Tom Judge, Diane Peterson and Mike
Nuss.

We remember in our prayers our military serving at home
and abroad, underrepresented and oppressed people,
EMTs, firefighters, police officers, healthcare workers, and
our veterans.

If we are missing anyone in our prayer corner, please call or
email the office and let us know. If there is anyone who
wishes to be removed, please do the same.




What’s Happening at First English....

Noisy Offering for the month of JUNE: FAMILY LIFE CENTER Offering pans
are located in the chapel and at the back of the church. Donations are accepted
during the entire month. In May, offering for DEAR DINAH was $1,100.50.

Loaves and Fishes: Meals need to be reserved by calling 567-204-6708 and
can be picked up in the alley behind the Fellowship Hall from 4:30 to 5:30 pm.

Bingo at the Gardens in Wapakoneta at 1:30pm on the second Tuesday of the
month. All are welcome to join and help!

Collection for Auglaize County Crisis Center \We are IN NEED of collecting
food items each month for the Auglaize County Crisis Center based on a monthly
dinner theme:_MAY ltems-Fruit juices, rice, peanut butter, pasta sides & pizza
kits. Please put donations on the counter in the library for us to deliver weekly or
bi-weekly.

Plastic Bag Ministry FELC will be collecting clean empty plastic grocery bags
for our Prison Ministry. Allen/Oakwood Correctional incarcerated persons are
making mats for the homeless. There is a collection container located at the back
door.

9-Square Monthly It will be a time for Middle/High Schoolers to come together
and play 9-Square while learning about God’s word. We encourage youth to
invite friends from other churches, school, dance class, sports teammates and
any other place they feel called to invite someone. We will meet once a month,
12:30pm-1:30pm, see flyer for all dates. We will have a short Bible Time to
learn about God’s Love & Good News. Adults are also welcome to join! No need
to RSVP, just come! Any questions, contact office/Hilary. Those attending 9-
Square Monthly, lunch will be provided after fellowship hour is over, around
12noon-ish. Next Date: TODAY, June 7th!




MINISTERS for Next Week 6-14-26

Audio/Visual..........cccooeviiiiiiiii Noah Kirby & Jeff Ritchie
=0 (o ) PN Ken Frame
UShers ..., Dave Krites & Dave Clift
Worship Assistant ...........ccooooiiiiii Susan Miller
1 U] o3 = o Recordings
Pastor ..o, Pastor Lorenzo Thomas
GrEter ... Dave & Chris Clift
Altar Guild.......coooeeiiii Chris Nagel & Brenda Shoffstall
Fellowship Cleanup............cccccceeeeeenes Chris Nagel & Brenda Shoffstall

Weekly Attendance and Offerings

Date Views Attendance Current Giving Benevolence
05/03/2026 12 63 $9,565.00 $230.00
05/10/2026 16 105 $1,983.00 $20.00
05/17/2026 15 85 $971.00 $25.00
05/24/2026 11 65 $2,311.50 $110.00

05/31/2026 17 53 $1,680.00 $10.00



Sun, June 7t

Tues, June 9t
Thurs, June 11t

Fri, June 12t
Sat, June 13"
Sun, June 14t

Tues, June 16"
Wed, June 17t
Thurs, June 18t

Fri, June 19t
Sat, June 20t

FELC Upcoming Calendar of Events

9:00am
10:00am
12:30-1:30
1:30pm
9-11:30am
4:30pm
6:00pm
9-11:30am
9-11:30am
9:00am
10:00am
11:30am
10:00am
9-11:30am
4:30pm
9-11:30am
9-11:30am

Adult Sunday School

Worship — Pastor Lorenzo Thomas
9-Square Monthly

Bingo at The Gardens

God’s Store House

Community Loaves & Fishes

Men’s Night at Woody’s in Kettlersville
God’s Store House

God’s Store House

Adult Sunday School

Worship — Pastor Lorenzo Thomas
Ladies’ Lunch at Eagles in Wapak
Quilting

God’s Store House

Community Loaves & Fishes

God’s Store House

God’s Store House



First English Lutheran Church
A Congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC)
107 W. Mechanic Street, Wapakoneta, OH 45895
(419) 738-3911 www.myfelc.org
Church email: wapakelc@bright.net
Office Hours: M-F, 8:30am — 12:00pm

Mission Statement
The mission of First English Lutheran Church is to spread the Gospel of Jesus
Christ and to love one another as He loves us.

Church Staff & Volunteers

Pastor Rev. Lorenzo Thomas;

pastor.lorenzo@myfelc.org; 330-506-6025
Office Administrator Hilary Roeger; wapakelc@bright.net; 419-738-3911
Bookkeeper Anderson Accounting
Music Director Darla Frame; darlaframe@gmail.com
Audio-Technology Dave Curry; dicy@bright.net; 937-307-8596

O, mission & to
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and to love one another as
« He has loved us.

FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Wapakoneta, Ohio
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