First English Lutheran Church

Wapakoneta, Ohio
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FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH
A congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC)
107 W. Mechanic Street, Wapakoneta, OH 45895
Office: (419) 738-3911
E-Mail Address: wapakelc@bright.net  Website: www.myfelc.org

Meet our staff...

Pastor

Lorenzo Thomas............. pastor.lorenzo@myfelc.org................. 330-506-6025
Seminary

Michelle Kouse ............... wapakelc@bright.net ...............c........ 419-738-3911
Office Administrator

Hilary Roeger.................. wapakelc@bright.net ...............cc..... 419-738-3911
Bookkeeper

Anderson Accounting......felc.finance@myfelc.org ..................... 419-738-3911
Financial Secretary

Marsha Jackson ............. felc.finance@myfelc.org ..................... 419-738-3911
Music Director

Darla Frame.................... darlaframe@gmail.com..............c........ 419-234-3283
Choir Directors

Susan Miller, Adult.......... sugartime@bright.net ................c....... 567-356-1844

Darla Frame, Bells........... darlaframe@gmail.com....................... 419-234-3283
Church Council

Brenda Shoffstall ............ shoffstall08@yahoo.com .................... 419-233-1956

Richard Yocum............... richiyocum@yahoo.com ..................... 419-234-8919

Char Curry ....ccccoeeveeennnns char.curry@bright.net...........cccoeeeeeen. 419-738-4392

Georgeann Stienecker....nksoccer@nktelco.net ........................ 419-305-5066

Jon Schmidt.................... ohthreeohsix@gmail.com ................... 419-231-3284

Darla Frame.................... darlaframe@gmail.com....................... 419-234-3283

Catherine Fisher............. wapakelc@bright.net.......................... 419-738-3911

Chris Nagel.......cccccceee.. mnagel@ohiolink.net ............cccceeeee. 419-657-2554
Audio/Visual Specialist

Dave CUurry ......ccccceeevenee dicy@bright.net..........cccccveeeiiiiiiinnne. 937-307-8596
Audio/Visual Staff

Jeff Ritchie...................... jritchie002@woh.rr.com..........cccceeeeeee. 419-296-3794

Noah Kirby.................... noah.w.kirby@gmail.com.................... 419-905-8243

The mission of First English Lutheran Church is to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and to love one another as He loves us.


http://www.myfelc.org/
mailto:sugartime@bright.net

APRIL COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY

Council met for their monthly meeting on April 19, 2026, with a quorum present.
Pastor Lorenzo was present too.

Richard gave a devotion prayer before we started.

In looking at the treasurer report, a few of us have some questions and some
thoughts on how it can be done in a way that’s more easily understood. We will
meet with our bookkeeper in a month or two. Secretary’s report was also reviewed.
These reports were then approved.

We had meetings from Christian Ed and Music & Worship to review by the liaisons.
Staff Support has met with the staff and heard favorable results. They will meet with
Pastor Lorenzo soon.

Evangelism/Social Ministry and finance along with Property will be meeting very
soon.

In old business, we spent time going through and discussing our constitution and
we all, along with the Pastor, feel strongly that 3 amendments should be added, so
we will be working on those.

In new business, our lawn and snow removal man has resigned. We will be looking
for a new snow removal person so any suggestions will be appreciated. For this
summer, Marc Shoffstall will be doing the mowing.

We have an 8-person team for Kids Against Hunger that Grace Lutheran and Trinity
are sponsoring on May 27.

The Annual report was amended to state that Jacob Schlosser and Frankie Yocum
received 18t Communion in 2025.

We discussed at great lengths the deteriorating condition of the outside and inside
of our chapel and courtyard and library of the church. After showing it to council
and Pastor, we all agreed now is the time to have this work done.

We have a bid from Trisco Systems that comes highly recommended. Finance and
property committees are also involved in this project, and we will be holding a
congregational meeting on May 24,

We then adjourned the meeting. Next council meeting will follow the congregational
meeting on the May 24",

Once again thank you for showing your support for our church and leadership.

Church Council



FELC Committees, Chairpersons, Council Liaisons

Committee Chairperson Liaison

Building & Property Brenda Shoffstall Richard Yocum
Christian Education/Youth Hilary Roeger Jon Schmidt
Evangelism Brenda Shoffstall Catherine Fisher
Finance/Stewardship Georgeann Stienecker Georgeann Stienecker
Life & Fellowship Brenda Shoffstall Darla Frame

Staff Support Char Curry Char Curry
Stewardship Meets with Finance Brenda Shoffstall
Worship & Music Darla Frame Chris Nagel

Flowers and Candles

Altar Flowers for the month of MAY:

May 3™ --Available--* el
May 10™ (Mother's Day & 1st Comm.) Amelia Sterner ¢

May 17" (Confirm. Day) Brenda Shoffstall :

May 24t (Class of 2026) Tracy Sawmiller f.

May 31st Frank & Nancy Heffner -

Altar Candles for the month of May:
The Altar Candles are given to the Glory of God
by Hilary, Mike, Amelia & Elanor Roeger
in memory of Ty G. Miller and Leota/Jerry Fritz
& all the wonderful blessings happening at FELC.

*A new calendar has been hung, please
consider signing up for 2026.




2026 Noisy Offerings

Month Recipient Amount Collected
January Kingdom Harvest Ministries $127.00
February Lutheran Military Veterans & Family Ministries $915.00
March Camp KNO-KOMA $1,970.35
April Morgan’s Place $623.23

May Dear Dinah
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Creating Community

The heartbeat of Dear Dinah rests in the
communitty we have buit for the precous souls
afiected by human trafficking Our purpose is to

be a safe place for women who are actively
involved in human trafficking. surviving and
searchung. or thriving after inding thee true
freedom to come together and become
nounshed

. i . L. Atthe Victory House. women can sip a warm
Dear Dinah is a Christ-centered ministry cup of coffee, laugh with a fiend, cry with

that shares the love and hope of Jesus someane they rust. of simply sitin peace. Ifs a
place where thay are seen, known and met

W|th.|nQI|V|duaIs |mpqcte_d by human R s e
trafficking and exploitation through grace
outreach, relationships and long-term

Through our community partnerships and wrap
SUppOft. around sensces, we are dadicated 1o serving

these incredible woman from beginning untd
forever



OUR PRAYER CORNER
Those who would love a visit or a card...
The Gardens Mary Ann Thomas, Betty Lietz
Shawnee Manor Judy Kentner

,
Primrose Assist. Living Jim Walls PRAY FOR HEALING
Homebound Marty Rostorfer, Eloise Katterhenry, ‘

Marsha Henderson, Judy Metz

We especially remember in our prayers...

Family & Friends of Elaine Carlson, Mary Ann Thomas, Betty Lietz, Jim Walls,
Marty Rostorfer, Eloise Katterhenry, Marsha Henderson, Judy Metz, Ted Gibson,
Bryan Katterhenry, Judy Kentner, Lauren Makuh, Sasha Maslov, Jenny Oliver, Alex
Shirey, Hunter Smith, Seth Thuman, Harold Wallace, Jim Zwiebel, JJ Truesdale,
Sue Bartlett, Roman Schlegel, Sue Hughes, Dan Havens, Jason Schneider,
Bennett Douglas, Norma Jarrells, Jeanie Schnell, Michelle Kouse, Elaine Carlson,
Wanda Nuss, Tom Meyer, George Anderson, Jerry Dicus, Pastor Lorenzo &
Anastasia Thomas, Pastor Tom, Kingdom Harvest Ministries and WHS-Fellowship
of Christian Athletes.

We remember in our prayers our military serving at home and abroad,
underrepresented and oppressed people, EMTSs, firefighters, police officers,
healthcare workers, and our veterans.

If we are missing anyone in our prayer corner, please call or email the office and let
us know. If there is anyone who wishes to be removed, please do the same.

Weekly Attendance and Offerings

Date Views Attendance Current Giving Benevolence
04/05/2026 19 111 $7,681.50 $185.00
04/12/2026 14 78 $2,097.00 $130.00
04/19/2026 14 71 $1,703.00 $35.00

04/26/2026 15 75 $1,433.00 $10.00



Ministries in Action

May 3™ May 10t May 17t May 24t May 31st
Richard Marsha
Reader Yocum Nancy Heffner Elanor Roeger Jackson Matt Ronan
Ken Frame & . Jon Scmidt & Steve
Ushers Richard Dave Krltgs & Ken Frame & Maeson Stienecker &
Dave Clift Chad Sterner .
Yocum Roode Jim Kantner
Worship . Makayla . Marsha
Assistant Jon Schmidt Frame Hilary Roeger Jackson Ken Frame
. Karen . .
Musician Luginbuhl Darla Frame Greg Tabler Recordings Recordings
sl Py Pastor Lorenzo Sl Vicar Michelle
Preacher Lorenzo Lorenzo Lorenzo
Thomas Kouse
Thomas Thomas Thomas
First )
Greeter Joy Kantner Communicants Confirmands Class of 2026 Needed
- . Faith
Acolyte Vivian Fisher Whetstone Jacob Schlosser - -
Altar Guild for MAY: Darla Frame & Deanna Wisener
Fellowship Cleanup for MAY: Darla Frame & Brenda Shoffstall
The Word of God
Sunday 1st Reading Psalm 2"dReading Gospel

Acts 6:1-9, 7:2a,

Psalm 119:65-

May 3 51-60 Psalm 146 1 Peter 3:2-10 John 14:1-14
May 10t Acts 17:16-31 Psalm 66:8-20 | 1 Peter 3:13-22 John 14:15-21
May 170 | Acts 1:12-26 Psalm 68:1-10 | 1 FeION 41219 jonn 17:1-11
May 24t Numbers 11:24-30 | Psalm 25:1-15 | Acts 2:1-21 John 7: 37-39
May 31st SigeSis (e Psalm 8 Acts 2:14a, 22-36 gﬂoa”he"" 28:16-

119:153-160

June 7t Hosea 5:15-6:6 | -, Romans 4:13-25 | Matthew 9:9-13
June 14" | Exodus 19:2-8 Psalm 100 Romans 5:6-15 ':"Ofghe"" 9:35 -
June 21 | Jeremiah 20: 7-13 | FSAM 9T 1| Romans 6:12.23 | NAThew 1052,
June 28th Jeremiah 28:5-9 Psalm Romans 7:1-13 Matthew 10:34-

42
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FELC News and Events...

Personal contact information...if there has been a change in your family’s contact
information, please contact the church office by email at wapakelc@bright.net or by
calling the office at 419-738-3911.

Education/Worship Schedule:
9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship in person and online at www.myfelc.org

Quilting Group will meet on the 3 Wednesday of the month at 10am in the parlor.
If you would like to join this group or have questions, please contact Darla Frame.

Loaves and Fishes: Meals need to be reserved by calling 567-204-6708 and can
be picked up in the alley behind the Fellowship Hall from 4:30 to 5:30 pm.
FELC will be hosting May 7", please consider donating cookies, contact Brenda
with any questions. Two cookies per bag is preferred. Thanks in advance.

Noisy Offering for the month of MAY: DEAR DINAH Offering pans are located in
the chapel and at the back of the church. Donations are accepted during the entire
month. Dear Dinah is a Christ-centered ministry that shares the love and hope of
Jesus with individuals impacted by human trafficking and exploitation through
outreach, relationships and long-term support.

Collection for Auglaize County Crisis Center \We are IN NEED of collecting
food items each month for the Auglaize County Crisis Center based on a monthly
dinner theme:_MAY Items-Fruit juices, rice, peanut butter, pasta sides & pizza kits.
Please put donations on the counter in the library for us to deliver weekly or bi-
weekKly.

Plastic Bag Ministry FELC will be collecting clean empty plastic grocery bags for
our Prison Ministry. Allen/Oakwood Correctional incarcerated persons are making
mats for the homeless. There is a collection container located at the back door.

Bingo at The Gardens in Wapakoneta at 1:30pm on the second Tuesday of the
month. All are welcome to join and help!

Men’s Night is scheduled for 6:00pm on Thursday, May 14", at Woody'’s in
Kettlersville. All men are encouraged to come and bring a friend!


mailto:wapakelc@bright.net
http://www.myfelc.org/

Ladies’ Lunch/Night is scheduled for 5:00pm on Tuesday, May 19" at Do Good
Restaurant in Osgood, OH. We will be carpooling from the church. More information
can be found at their website: HOME | Do Good. All women are encouraged to
come and bring a friend!!

9-Square Monthly will be a time for Middle/High Schoolers to come together and
play 9-Square while learning about God’s word. We encourage youth to invite
friends from other churches, school, dance class, sports teammates and any other
place they feel called to invite someone. We will meet once a month, 1pm-
2:30pm, see flyer for all dates. We will have a short Bible Time to learn about
God’s Love & Good News. Adults are also welcome to join! No need to RSVP, just
come! Any questions, contact office/Hilary. Next Date: May 3"

Book Club We will be finishing up Monday, May 4" at 6:30pm with An Altar in
World by Barbara Brown. We will be doing another Book Club soon and looking for
suggestions for next book. More details to come, please join us!

National Day of Prayer Join in with our nation by praying to our Lord on May 7.
There is an event being held at Wapakoneta Firehouse at 12noon of all our
surrounding churches coming together in prayer. All are welcome!

Congreqational Meeting Join us for a congregational meeting on May 24t
following worship service. Information will be emailed/mailed closer to meeting date.

Pool Party Join us June 6%, 1pm-6pm, at Chad & Amelia’s house! Bring a snack
to share, your own drinks, lawn chairs & a pop-up tent if you have one. Chad and
Amelia Sterner are graciously letting us use their beautiful spacious pool.

Contact Hilary/office with any questions.

Thank You Note:

Dear Friends, Words cannot express our gratitude for allowing us to use the space
at your church to house our ministry over the last year. It really was an answer to
our prayers! The kindness, helpfulness and friendship of the staff is something for
which | am deeply grateful. Brenda and Hilary are wonderful as is the gentleman
who does the cleaning. Thank you again for your willingness to give us a home. It's
been great! May you have many blessings in your future.

Sincerely, Karen S. Secretary of the Good Samaritan



https://www.dogoodrm.com/

Confirmation Sunday
May 17, 2026

Reception to follow service with cake, please join us!

Vivian Fisher

The daughter of Catherine & Brian Fisher. She currently attends Wapakoneta High School
and is in the 8" grade. Her extracurricular activities include Choir & Show Choir; she
participated in the WHS musical this year. She likes to draw and paint in her free time. She
also loves to dance. Her chosen song is On Eagles Wings (ELW 787)

She is looking forward to joining the Worship & Music Committee.

Her chosen verse is Hebrews 10: 35 *°Do not, therefore, abandon that confidence of yours;
it brings a great reward.

Amelia Roeger

The daughter of Hilary & Mike Roeger. She currently attends Wapakoneta High School and
is in the 8" grade. Her extracurricular activities include Impulse Drumline, Wapakoneta
Waves Swim Team, playing the Alto Saxophone in band. Her chosen song is Let Us Break
Bread Together (ELW 471). She is looking forward to joining the Worship & Music
Committee and the Christian Education/Youth Committee.

Her chosen verse is Luke 6: 37 3"Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn,
and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.

Nolan Roode

The son of Carrie & Jon Schmidt and Matt & Destany Roode. He currently attends
Wapakoneta High School and is in the 8" grade. His extracurricular activities include
Basketball, Soccer, Guitar, video games, working out and hanging out with family & friends.
His chosen song is Amazing Grace (ELW 779)

He is looking forward to joining the Christian Education/Youth Committee.

His chosen verse is Colossians 3: 23 2Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not for human masters.



Confirmation Sunday

Kaidence Schmidt

The daughter of Carrie & Jon Schmidt. She currently attends Wapakoneta High School and
is in the 8" grade. Her extracurricular activities include Band, Dance, Volleyball, Track &
Field, Octagon Club, camping, fishing, manicures, crafts and music. Baptized on July 7,
2011. Her chosen song is You are Mine (ELW 581). She is looking forward to joining the
Christian Education/Youth Committee.

Her chosen verse is Philippians 4: 13

3] can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

Faith Whetstone

The daughter of Roseann Whetstone & Cody Schlegel. She currently attends Wapakoneta
High School and is in the 8" grade. Her extracurricular activities are Baking, Reading and
Listening to music. Baptized on March 4, 2012. Her chosen song is Amazing Grace (ELW
779). She is looking forward to joining the Music & Worship Committee.

Her chosen verse is Proverbs 16: 24 2*Gracious words are a honeycomb. Sweet to the soul
and healing to the bones.

First Communion
Join us May 10, 2026!

Jack Grundey
The son of Jennie & Jason Grundey. He currently attends Wapakoneta Elementary
School. Baptized on December 9, 2018. His interests include Soccer,
Flag Football, Basketball, Running, all things Math, climbing trees,
riding bikes/ATVs and Legos.

Sawyer Yocum

The son of Leiloni & Thomas Yocum. He currently attends Defiance
Elementary School. Baptized on December 24, 2017. His interests
include love of food/helping cook, love of animals/learning about
them, riding dirt bikes, Baseball and Football. He hopes to play
soccer this fall.




Class of 2026
Congratulations Seniors!

Join us May 24" to celebrate our graduating class!

Carly Craft

The daughter of Molly & Matt Craft. She currently attends St. Marys Memorial High
School. After high school she will be attending Wright State Lake Campus and
majoring in Early Childhood Education. She has been involved in Gatekeepers and
National Honors Society. She will be waitressing and working part-time at Ernst
Apparel.

Maeson Roode

The son of Carrie & Jon Schmidt and Matt & Destany Roode. He currently attends
Wapakoneta High School. After high school he will be attending Rhodes State
College or Apollo. He is interested in carpentry for as his trade. He has been
involved in Marching Band and Esports. He will be working at Wal-Mart.

Grayce Swaney

The daughter of Amy & Ben Swaney. She currently attends Jackson Center High
School. After high school she will be attending Wright State Lake Campus and
majoring in Elementary Childhood Education. She has been involved in Volleyball,
Cheerleading, FFA, Student Ambassadors and National Honors Society. She will be
working at YMCA-Sidney and City of Sidney.



9-Square Monthly Schedule

Invite friends to come and play and
for a short bible time.

Once a month at FELC, 1pm-2:30pm.

Come when you can and invite friends each month to join usl
Geared for Middle & High School aged youth, adults welcome
Save these dates so you don’t miss out!
Mar@S"‘ . A@1 9h & May 3 e June 7" e July 19t

August 16" e September 13" @ October 18"

November 15" e December 13t%

Pool Party

June 6", 1pm-5pm at Chad & Amelia’s pool!!

Come join in the fun!
Bring a snack to share, your own drinks,
lawn chairs & a pop-up tent if you have one.

Chad and Amelia Sterner are graciously letting us use
their beautiful spacious pool.
Contact Hilary/office with any questions.




~ MAY 2026 ~

9-11:30 8:15am
GSH SMC
9-11:30
GSH
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
5" Sunday of Easter 5:15pm 5:15pm National Day of [9-11:30 8:15am
9am Adult Sunday School [Sprtl Mvmnt Sprtl Mvmnt Class |Prayer GSH Sprtl
10am Worship-Ladies’ Chr |Class 6:00pm 9-11:30 GSH Mvmnt
Pastor Lorenzo Thomas [6:30pm Confirmation- 3 |12pm NDP at Class
Acolyte-Vivian Fisher  [Book Club yrs only Wapak Firehouse 9-11:30
4:30pm GSH
1pm-2:30pm 9-Square Community
Loaves & Fishes-
FELC Hosting
10 1 12 13 14 15 16
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! [5:15pm 1:30pm 5:15pm 9-11:30 GSH 9-11:30 8:15am
6" Sunday of Easter  [Sprtl Mvmnt Bingo at The Sprtl Mvmnt Class |4:30pm GSH Sprtl
First Communion Class Gardens Community Mvmnt
9am Adult Sunday School Loaves & Fishes Class
10am Worship-Bell Choir 6pm 9-11:30
Pastor Lorenzo Thomas Men’s Night at GSH
Acolyte-Faith Whetstone Woody’s in
Kettlersville
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
7t" Sunday of Easter 5:15pm 5:00pm 10am Quilting 9-11:30 GSH 9-11:30 8:15am
Confirmation Sunday [Sprtl Mvmnt [Ladies’ Night [5:15pm 4:30pm GSH Sprtl
9am Adult Sunday School [Class @ Do Good [Sprtl Mvmnt Class [Community Mvmnt
10am Worship Restaurant Loaves & Fishes Class
Pastor Lorenzo Thomas in Osgood, 9-11:30
Acolyte-Jacob Schlosser OH GSH
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Day of Pentecost 5:15pm June 5:15pm 9-11:30 GSH 9-11:30 8:15am
Class of 2026 Recognition [Sprtl Mvmnt [Newsletter [Sprtl Mvmnt Class [4:30pm GSH Sprtl
9am Adult Sunday School (Class info DUE! Community June Mvmnt
10am Worship Kids Against Loaves & Fishes |Newsletter [Class
Pastor Lorenzo Thomas Hunger in Available  [9-11:30
Congregational Meeting Jackson Center GSH

Council Meeting

31
Holy Trinity Sunday
9am Adult Sunday School
10am Worship
Vicar Michelle Kouse




Tentative Schedule
finalized in

~ June 2026 ~

won | e | wea | tnu | e | sa |
1 2 3 4 5 6

5:15pm 9-11:30 GSH 9-11:30 GSH [8:15am
June Newsletter Sprtl Mvmnt 4:30pm Sprtl Mvmnt
Class Community Class
Loaves & Fishes 9-11:30 GSH
1pm-5pm
Pool Party at
Sterner’s
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
2"Y SUNDAY After Pentecost [5:15pm 1:30pm 9-11:30 GSH 9-11:30 GSH [3:15am
9am Adult Sunday School |Sprtl Mvmnt |Bingo at The 4:30pm Sprtl Mvmnt
10am Worship Class Gardens Community Class
Pastor Lorenzo Thomas Loaves & Fishes 9-11:30 GSH
6pm Men'’s
1pm-2:30pm 9-Square Night
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
3" SUNDAY After Pentecost |5:15pm 11:30am 10am Quilting |9-11:30 GSH 9-11:30 GSH [8:15am
9am Adult Sunday School [Sprtl Mvmnt |Ladies’ 4:30pm Sprtl Mvmnt
10am Worship Class Lunch/Night Community Class
Pastor Lorenzo Thomas Loaves & Fishes 9-11:30 GSH
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! |[5:15pm 9-11:30 GSH 9-11:30 GSH [8:15am
4 SUNDAY After Pentecost |Sprtl Mvmnt 4:30pm Sprtl Mvmnt
9am Adult Sunday School [Class Community 5:30pm Class
10am Worship Loaves & Fishes |Fellowship 9-11:30 GSH
Vicar Michelle Kouse Comm Mtng
@ 5Vines
28 29 30
5" SUNDAY After Pentecost [5:15pm
9am Adult Sunday School ([Sprtl Mvmnt ul
10am Worship Class N y
ewsletter
Pastor Lorenzo Thomas available
Baptism-Gwendolyn July info for
Thomas Newsletter
Council Meeting DUE




First English Lutheran Church
107 West Mechanic St.
Wapakoneta, OH 45895



