FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Wapakoneta, Ohio

6'" Sunday of Easter
May 25, 2025



WELCOME TO FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Your presence today makes us more complete.
Thank you for being here and worshipping with us.

We invite all baptized Christians who believe that Christ is truly present
in the meal to join us for Holy Communion when served.

Children of all ages are encouraged to participate in worship.
Sunday Schedule

9:00 a.m. Adult & Youth Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship

The Altar Candles are given to the Glory of God
by Matt & Deanna Ronan in honor of their daughters, Kylie & Katie.

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God
by the Brian & Rebecca Van Meter in celebration of Bailey & Eli’s birthdays.

MINISTERS for TODAY

AUdIO/VISUAL ... Noah Kirby & Jeff Ritchie
=T 0! (o SO RUPP PP PPPPP Joyce Brincefield
(] 1T €T Luke Kline & Chad Sterner
WOrShip ASSISTANT .......covviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee e Ken Frame
1Y T E [ = U PP URPPPRPN: Recordings
=] (0] SO PPTIIN Pastor Bill Schultz
(1T (] TR Needed
Fellowship Cleanup............uuevviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinns Brenda Shoffstall & Darla Frame
Altar GUIld ..o Darla Frame & Deanna Wisener

This worship service is live streamed and recorded and
is published on YouTube and Facebook.

* Please rise if able.



Introduction to the day
Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a vision
about what to do. John has a vision of what will be. Jesus provides visions of
peace that surpasses human understanding and power beyond human
imagination.
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power

through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.

*GATHERING SONG Thine the Amen (ELW 826)



*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,

For his steadfast love endures forever.
Give thanks to the God of gods,

For his steadfast love endures forever.
Give thanks to the Lord of lords,

For his steadfast love endures forever.

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast (ELW p. 187)

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you
promise us food from your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that
empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and the world you have
made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN'S SERMON Rebecca Van Meter

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 16:9-15

A reading from Acts. ° During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of
Macedonia pleading with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help
us.” 1°When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to
Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news
to them. 1 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the
following day to Neapolis, '2and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of
the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some
days. 13 On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we
supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women
who had gathered there. 1#A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God,
was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth.



The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 1> When
she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged
me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed
upon us.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 67
1 May God be merciful to | us and bless us;
may the light of God’s face ! shine upon us.
2Let your way be known ! upon earth,
your saving health a-  mong all nations.
3 Let the peoples praise | you, O God;
let all the | peoples praise you.
4Let the nations be glad and ! sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na-!tions on
earth.
5Let the peoples | praise you, O God;
let all the | peoples praise you.
6The earth has brought ! forth its increase;
God, our own | God, has blessed us.
"May God ! give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe.

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5
A reading from Revelation.
10 And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.
22| saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and
the Lamb. 22 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory
of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. ?* The nations will walk by its light,
and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 2° Its gates will never be
shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26 People will bring into it the glory
and the honor of the nations. 2’ But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who
practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s
book of life.



221Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street
of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,
producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of
the nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be found there anymore. But the throne of
God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4 they will see
his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. ® And there will be no more
night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and
they will reign forever and ever.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia (ELW p. 188)

*GOSPEL: John 14:23-29

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

23 Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word,
and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with
them. 2 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that
you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 2°“| have said these
things to you while | am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all
that | have said to you. 2’ Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. | do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let
them be afraid. 22 You heard me say to you, ‘Il am going away, and | am coming
to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that | am going to the Father, because
the Father is greater than 1. 2° And now | have told you this before it occurs, so
that when it does occur, you may believe.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
MESSAGE Pastor Bill Schultz

*HYMN OF THE DAY The Peace of the Lord (ELW 646)



APOSTLES' CREED
Let us profess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

Unite your people with communities of faith throughout the world. Further
cooperation between people of different faith traditions and bless our non-
Christian neighbors, that we learn and grow in deeper relationship.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Bless the earth with fresh water, clean air, and rich soil. Nurture growing crops
and encourage communities developing sustainable farming practices. Help us to
live in balance and harmony with your good creation.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



Sustain all who are in need, especially individuals and families struggling with
trauma or addiction. Support caregivers, especially nurses, doctors, counselors,
and social workers. Come alongside all who are ill or struggling especially Betty
Hague, Mary Ann Thomas, Betty Lietz, Marty Rostorfer, Eloise Katterhenry,
Marsha Henderson, Ted Gibson, Bryan Katterhenry, Judy Kentner, Lauren
Makuh, Sasha Maslov, Jenny Oliver, Pam Schulz, Alex Shirey, Hunter Smith,
Seth Thuman, Norma Wachauf, Harold Wallace, Jim Zwiebel, JJ Truesdale, Sue
Bartlett, Ike Schnell, Roman Schlegel, Sue Hughes, Dan Havens, Jason
Schneider, Jenn Douglas & Baby Benette, Shirley Hollis, Joyce Brincefield, Judy
Metz, Liam Kramer, Jean Thompson, Norma Jarrells, Doris Fisher, Austin Fisher,
Janet Case and Wanda Nuss. And those we speak out loud or in our hearts.
(Brief silence). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

This Memorial Day weekend, we remember all who have died in military service.
Soothe loved ones who mourn and strengthen support systems for veterans and
their families. Bring peace among nations, that war and conflict around the world
might cease. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for all your saints raised to new life in Christ. Gather us, with
them, into the peace only you can give. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are
always with us, in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please take a moment to share the Lord's peace and grace with one another.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

TITHES AND OFFERING Please be seated.
As the ushers come forward, we would like to thank you for the work you have
been doing, for the support and care provided, and for the gifts you share.

OFFERTORY



*OFFERING HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 182)

*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us
glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself
to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought
us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses
of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190)

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



*LORD'S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

As we come to this time of Holy Communion, please let me extend to you an
invitation to come forward and share in this Holy supper. You do not need to be
member of this church or any Lutheran church to participate. If you profess faith
in Christ Jesus, you are welcome. He is extending this invitation and that is His
only requirement. Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God (ELW p. 191)

SONGS DURING COMMUNION  The King of Love My Shepherd Is (ELW 502)
When Peace Like a River (ELW 785)
Shall We Gather at the River (ELW 423)

*AS WE ARE BLESSED
Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God's grace now and always. Amen.



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light
to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your
people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show
your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*CALL COMMITTEE PRAYER

Heavenly Father, we continue to ask for your guidance as we seek to call a
pastoral leader. May we be ever diligent in our search, that we may find the
leader that we know you have chosen for us. Bless our congregation
during this process and keep us strong and faithful. We ask all of this in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

*BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ++ give you peace. Amen.
*SENDING SONG | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (ELW 815)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.



OUR PRAYER CORNER
Those who would love a visit or a card...

The Gardens Betty Hague, Mary Ann Thomas, Betty Lietz
Burton Ridge in Lima Judy Kentner
Homebound Marty Rostorfer, Eloise Katterhenry,

Marsha Henderson

We especially remember in our prayers...

Betty Hague, Mary Ann Thomas, Betty Lietz, Marty Rostorfer, Eloise Katterhenry,
Marsha Henderson, Ted Gibson, Bryan Katterhenry, Judy Kentner, Lauren
Makuh, Sasha Maslov, Jenny Oliver, Pam Schulz, Alex Shirey, Hunter Smith,
Seth Thuman, Norma Wachauf, Harold Wallace, Jim Zwiebel, JJ Truesdale, Sue
Bartlett, Ike Schnell, Roman Schlegel, Sue Hughes, Dan Havens, Jason
Schneider, Jenn Douglas & Baby Benette, Shirley Hollis, Joyce Brincefield, Judy
Metz, Liam Kramer, Jean Thompson, Norma Jarrells, Doris Fisher, Austin Fisher,
Janet Case and Wanda Nuss.

We remember in our prayers our military serving at home and abroad,
underrepresented and oppressed people, EMTSs, firefighters, police officers,
healthcare workers, and our veterans.

If we are missing anyone in our prayer corner, please call or email the office and
let us know. If there is anyone who wishes to be removed, please do the same.

PLEASE PRAY THE CALL COMMITTEE PRAYER THROUGHOUT THE WEEK:
Heavenly Father, we continue to ask for your guidance as we seek to call a
pastoral leader. May we be ever diligent in our search, that we may find the
leader that we know you have chosen for us. Bless our congregation during this
process and keep us strong and faithful. We ask all of this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Weekly Attendance and Offerings

Date Views Attendance Current Giving Benevolence
04/27/2025 15 50 $798.20 $10.00
05/04/2025 14 51 $3,198.06 $55.00
05/11/2025 11 69 $1,977.50 $30.00

05/18/2025 14 72 $1,770.00 $125.00



MINISTERS for Next Week 6-1-25

AUIO/VISUAL ... Noah Kirby & Jeff Ritchie
T 03 (0 ) Richard Yocum
USNEIS o Ken Frame & Richard Yocum
WOrShip ASSIStANT .......ccovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e Makayla Frame
1Y £ [ = U PP Karen Luginbuhl
o1 (0] Michelle Kouse
L] (1<) (=] TR Needed
Fellowship Cleanup...........euueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeees Carrie & Jon Schmidt
YN =Y G TV o [ Carrie & Jon Schmidt
P L= L O T | = Needed

What’s Happening at First English....

Noisy Offering for the month of MAY: ETHAN JEANNERET, DOUBLE-LUNG
TRANSPLANT Offering pans are located in the chapel and at the back of the
church. Donations are accepted all month. See May newsletter for more
information about Ethan and his family.

Loaves and Fishes: Meals need to be reserved by calling 567-204-6708 and
can be picked up in the alley behind the Fellowship Hall from 4:30 to 5:30 pm.

Collection for the Women’s Crisis Center We are collecting food items each
month for the Auglaize County Crisis Center based on a monthly dinner

theme. May’s theme is Pizza. The crisis center is also in need of basic personal
hygiene items. Please put donations on the counter in the library for us to deliver
weekly or bi-weekly.

NEW! Egg Carton Ministry Asking for all sizes of clean empty egg cartons.
Please put them in the boxes in the church library. They will be used to distribute
eggs to those in need.

Plastic Bag Ministry FELC will be collecting clean empty plastic grocery bags
for our Prison Ministry. Allen/Oakwood Correctional incarcerated persons are
making mats for the homeless. There is a collection container located at the back
door.

Flower/Candle Calendar & Greeter Sign Up Sheet The 2025 Flower/Candle
Calendar is up and ready for members to sign up!




Christ Candle Explanation We follow the NALC guidelines with lighting the
Christ Candle. These are the times the Christ Candle will be lit: Easter and the
Sundays after through Pentecost; Christmas Eve and the weeks after through
Epiphany; Baptism; Funerals; All Saints Sundays and Christ the King Sunday.
The Christ Candle will be lit ¥2 hour before the service starts by an usher. The
Christ Candle will be put out by the usher after the dismissal at the end of church.
There is a schedule at the back of the sanctuary and in back room of sanctuary.

Class of 2025 Recognition on June 1. Please join us as we recognize,
celebrate and pray for the graduating class as they start their next chapter.
Contact office if you have a Senior to be recognized.

VBS Please see flyer for NEW TIMES and DATES! We hope you can join us!!
Contact office if you are interested in volunteering. Deadline for Registration &
guarantee a shirt is due May 30!

JUNE NEWSLETTER Info DUE Wednesday, May 28t to the office. Please make
sure you get information in before May 28™. Thank you for all those that help with
newsletter.




Sunday, May 25t
Mon, May 26"

Wed, May 28"

Thurs, May 29t

Fri, May 30"

Saturday, May 315t
Sunday, June 1%t
Mon, June 2"
Wed, June 4"

Thurs, June 5t

Fri, June 6™
Saturday, June 7t

Sunday, June 8t

FELC Upcoming Calendar of Events

9:00am Adult Sunday School
10:00am Worship — Pastor Bill Schultz
Happy Memorial Day! — Office Closed

5:15pm Spiritual Movement Class
June Newsletter Info DUE!

2pm-6pm Food Packaging in Jackson Center

5:15pm Spiritual Movement Class
9-11:30am God’s Store House
4:30pm Loaves & Fishes

VBS Registration DUE!

June Newsletter Available!

9-11:30am God’s Store House
8:15am Spiritual Movement Class

9-11:30am God’s Store House

9:00am Adult Sunday School

10:00am Worship — Michelle Kouse -
Class of 2025 Recognition

5:15pm Spiritual Movement Class

5:15pm Spiritual Movement Class

9-11:30am God’s Store House

4:30pm Loaves & Fishes

9-11:30am God’s Store House

8:15am Spiritual Movement Class

9-11:30am God’s Store House

9:00am Adult Sunday School

10:00am Worship — Pastor Bill Schultz

5:30-7:30pm VBS STARTS!! Through June 12t
YeeHaw @) God’s Greatest Gift



First English Lutheran Church
A Congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC)
107 W. Mechanic Street, Wapakoneta, OH 45895
(419) 738-3911 www.myfelc.org
Church email: wapakelc@bright.net
Office Hours: M-F, 8:30am — 12:30pm

Mission Statement
The mission of First English Lutheran Church is to spread the Gospel of Jesus
Christ and to love one another as He loves us.

Church Staff & Volunteers

Office Administrator Hilary Roeger; wapakelc@bright.net; 419-738-3911
Bookkeeper Anderson Accounting

Treasurer Cari Frame; felc.finance@myfelc.org

Music Director Darla Frame; darlaframe@gmail.com
Audio-Technology Dave Curry; dlcy@bright.net; 937-307-8596

Owr, mission & to
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and to love one another as

« He has loved us.
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Wapakoneta, Ohio
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