
FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Wapakoneta, Ohio 

 

 
 

9th Sunday of Pentecost 
July 21st, 2024  



WELCOME TO FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Your presence today makes us more complete. 

Thank you for being here and worshipping with us. 
 

We invite all baptized Christians who believe that Christ is truly present  
in the meal to join us for Holy Communion when served. 

 
Children of all ages are encouraged to participate in worship. 

 
Sunday Schedule 

9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

 
 

The Altar Candles are given to the Glory of God by Marsha Jackson  
in loving memory of Charles and Mabel Jackson. 

 
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by Brian and Rebecca  

Van Meter in gratitude for the many blessings and joys of friendship. 
 
 

MINISTERS for This Week 
Audio/Visual ............................................................. Harry Anderson & Jeff Ritchie 
Lectors ................................................................................................ Jon Schmidt 
Ushers .......................................................................... Ken Frame & Jon Schmidt 
Worship Assistant ......................................................................... Marsha Jackson 
Musician ........................................................................................ Karen Luginbuhl 
Pastor .......................................................................................... Bailey Van Meter 
Greeter ........................................................................................ Dave & Chris Clift 
Altar Guild ................................................................... Cari Frame & Hilary Roeger 
Fellowship Cleanup ..................................................... Cari Frame & Hilary Roeger 

 
This worship service is live streamed and recorded and  

is published on YouTube and Facebook.   
 
 

* Please rise if able. 
 
 



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Mark’s gospel makes clear how great is the press of the crowd, with its countless 
needs to be met, on Jesus and his disciples. Yet in today’s gospel Jesus advises 
his disciples to get away and rest, to take care of themselves. Sometimes we 
think that when others are in great need we shouldn’t think of ourselves at all; but 
Jesus also honors the caregivers’ need. We are sent from Christ’s table to care 
for others and for ourselves. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                                               Amazing Grace by Dale Wood 
 
* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW P. 94) 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name 

of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with 

power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 
* GATHERING SONG                             I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (ELW 611) 
 



* GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP (PSALM 136:1-3)    
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
     For his steadfast love endures forever. 
Give thanks to the God of gods, 
     For his steadfast love endures forever. 
Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 
     For his steadfast love endures forever. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204) Glory be to God 
 
* PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your 
people, faithfully feeding and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a 
whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. AMEN 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                           Rebecca Van Meter 

 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6 
1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 
the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the 
shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and 
have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to 
you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of 
my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back 
to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over 
them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, 
nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 
  5 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel 
will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is 
our righteousness.” 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 



PSALM: Psalm 23 
 1 The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2 The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3 You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no 
evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:11-22 
11 Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” 
by those who are called “the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the 
flesh by human hands—12 remember that you were at that time without Christ, 
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus 
you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For 
he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken 
down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15 He has abolished the 
law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one 
new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 16 and might reconcile both 
groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility 
through it. 17 So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and 
peace to those who were near; 18 for through him both of us have access in one 
Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you 
are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, 20 built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as 
the cornerstone. 21 In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a 
holy temple in the Lord; 22 in whom you also are built together spiritually into a 
dwelling place for God. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION               Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512) 
 



GOSPEL: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
30 The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and 
taught. 31 He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and 
rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to 
eat. 32 And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. 33 Now 
many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from 
all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34 As he went ashore, he saw a great 
crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. 
 
  53 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored 
the boat. 54 When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55 and 
rushed about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever 
they heard he was. 56 And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they 
laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the 
fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MESSAGE                                                                                    Bailey Van Meter  
 
* HYMN OF THE DAY                  My Shepherd, You Supply My Need (ELW 782) 
 
* THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
Let us profess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
       the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our 
world. 
 

Each petition will end with Merciful God,   
Please respond with receive our prayer. 
 

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of 
the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
* PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
Please take a moment to share the Lord's peace and grace with one another. 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

TITHES AND OFFERING 
Please be seated.  As the ushers come forward, we would like to thank you for 
the work you have been doing, for the support and care you provide, and for the 
gifts you share.   
 
* OFFERING HYMN                       Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 182) 
 
* OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 



* LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power,  
and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

* BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and 

mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 

 
* SENDING SONG                                The Church’s One Foundation (ELW 654) 
 
* DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MINISTERS for Next Week 
Audio/Visual .................................................................... Noah Kirby & Jeff Ritchie 
Lectors ......................................................................................... Joyce Brincefield 
Ushers ..........................................................................Luke Kline & Chad Sterner 
Worship Assistant ................................................................................. Char Curry 
Musician ............................................................................................... Greg Tabler 
Pastor ........................................................................................ Pastor Bill Schultz 
Greeter ....................................................................................................................  
Altar Guild ................................................................... Cari Frame & Hilary Roeger 
Fellowship Cleanup ..................................................... Cari Frame & Hilary Roeger 

 
 

OUR PRAYER CORNER 
Those who would love a visit or a card… 
Otterbein at Cridersville Sharon Billiter 
Otterbein at St. Marys Dorothy Dickman 
The Gardens  Betty Hague, Mary Ann Thomas, Betty Lietz 
 
We especially remember in our prayers… 

Pastor Bill, Concordia Ann Arbor, James Benshoff, Nancy Carter, Janet Case,  
Dominic Cousins, Se’vie Daniel, Emily Fisher, Ted Gibson, Kelli Glick,  

Ben Jauert, Paula Jauert, Connie Kantner, Bryan Katterhenry,  
Wayne & Judy Kentner, Carlene Koch, Lauren Makuh, Sasha Maslov,  

Mitchell Metz, Jenny Oliver, Charleigh Pangle, Pam Schulz, Cindy Schwer,  
Alex Shirey, Hunter Smith, Evelyn Sprague, Seth Thuman, Norma Wachauf, 

Harold Wallace, Eddie Whetstone, Jim Zwiebel, Angela, and Skyler. 
 
We remember in our prayers our military serving at home and abroad, under 
represented and oppressed people, EMTs, firefighters, police officers, healthcare 
workers, and our veterans.  
 
If we are missing anyone in our prayer corner, please call or email the office and 
let us know.  If there is anyone who wishes to be removed, please do the same. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



WEEKLY ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS 
Date         Views    Attendance       Current Giving    Benevolence  
06/16/2024 15  38     $826.61    $25.00 
06/23/2024 36  77  $1,765.61  $110.00 
06/30/2024 14  57  $1,415.00  $110.00 
07/07/2024   8  62  $2,814.20    $10.00 
07/14/2024 11  73  $2,927.00  $150.00 
 
2024 current budgeted expenses are $128,507.08, or $2,471.29 per week. 
 
FELC can now accept online donations through the church 
website thanks to our partnership with Tithe.ly online giving.  
Just visit myfelc.org or scan the QR code to the right.  From the 
church website click on the green GIVE button and follow the 
prompts.  Thank you for your support! 

 
What’s Happening at First English…. 
Noisy Offering for JULY: Servant’s Day Offering pans are located in the 
chapel and at the back of the church. Donations are accepted all month.    
 
Worship Music  We need your help!  If you or someone you know would like to 
record a song, or sing or play live music for our prelude, let Darla know.  Also, if 
you know someone who plays the organ or piano that might be interested in 
serving as our “organist” one or two Sundays a month, please let Darla know.  
Thank you so much! 
 
Summer Office Hours Starting June 2nd and ending August 9th, the Church 
Office hours will be Monday through Friday from 10am to 1pm. 
 
Adjustments to Office Hours From July 22nd to July 26th church office hours will 
be 10:30am-12:30pm.  This is a change from what was published in the 
newsletter.  If you need to access the church outside of these times, please 
contact Brenda Shoffstall. 
 
Collection for the Women’s Crisis Center We are collecting food items each 
month for the Auglaize County Crisis Center based on a monthly dinner 
theme. July’s theme is BBQ.  The crisis center is also in need of basic personal 
hygiene items.  Please put donations on the counter in the library for us to deliver 
weekly or bi-weekly.   



Rock the Lake Rock the Lake is a free public Christian concert held at Old Field 
Beach at Indian Lake.  This year’s line-up includes Crowder, Josh Baldwin, and 
Evan Craft.  Music starts at 5:30pm, but the park opens at 1pm so that you can 
claim your spot on the lawn.   There are also lots of food trucks and vendors on-
site.  For additional information visit www.rockthelakeohio.com 

 
 

FELC Upcoming Calendar of Events 
Sunday, July 21st       10:00 a.m. Worship – Bailey Van Meter 
  Council Meeting after Worship 
Thursday, July 25th 4:30 p.m. Loaves and Fishes 
Sunday, July 28th         10:00 a.m. Worship – Pastor Bill Schultz  
Thursday, August 1st        4:30 p.m. Loaves and Fishes  
Saturday, August 3rd  1:00 p.m. Rock the Lake @ Indian Lake 
  
 

First English Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC) 

107 W. Mechanic Street, Wapakoneta, OH  45895 
(419) 738-3911 www.myfelc.org 

Church email:  wapakelc@bright.net 
Office Hours: 11:00am – 1:00pm 

 
Mission Statement 

The mission of First English Lutheran Church is to spread the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and to love one another as He loves us. 

 
Church Staff & Volunteers 

Office Administrator  Chuck Curry; wapakelc@bright.net; 763-312-9217 
Bookkeeper  Anderson Accounting 
Treasurer  Georgeann Stienecker; nksoccer@nktelco.net   
Music Director  Darla Frame 
Audio-Technology  Dave Curry; dlcy@bright.net; 937-307-8596 
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