FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Wapakoneta, Ohio

7! Sunday of Pentecost
July 71", 2024



WELCOME TO FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Your presence today makes us more complete.
Thank you for being here and worshipping with us.

We welcome you to our table for Holy Communion.
We invite all baptized Christians who believe that Christ is truly present
in the meal to join us.

Children of all ages are encouraged to participate in worship.
Sunday Schedule

9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship

The Altar Candles are given to the Glory of God by Marsha Jackson
in loving memory of Charles and Mabel Jackson.

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by the people of God.

MINISTERS for This Week

AUdIO/VISUAL .......coviiiiiiiiiiiii Noah Kirby & Jeff Ritchie
0T (0 Chris Nagel
USREIS .o Ken Frame & Richard Yocum
WOrShip ASSIStANT ......ccoiiiieece e e Jon Schmidt
LU IS o3 = o D recordings
T 0 Christian White
L] ] (= PP Brenda Shoffstall
Altar GUIId ... Cari Frame & Hilary Roeger
Fellowship Cleanup............uuuuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaes Cari Frame & Hilary Roeger

This worship service is live streamed and recorded and
is published on YouTube and Facebook.

* Please rise if able.



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
Jesus does great deeds of power and gives his disciples authority over demons.
Yet none of this power is unilateral; it all must be received by faith. Jesus asks
his disciples to go out without money or supplies, so that they will be dependent
on how others receive them. When we are sent from the assembly to witness
and to heal, we are asked to be vulnerable, to be dependent on the reception of
others. The Spirit always operates in the “between”: between Jesus and his
Abba, between Jesus and us, between you and me, between us and those to
whom we are sent.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW P. 94)
In the name of the Father, and of the ++ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name

of ++ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with
power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.



* GATHERING SONG How Firm a Foundation (ELW 796)

* GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

* CALL TO WORSHIP (PSALM 136:1-3)
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,

For his steadfast love endures forever.
Give thanks to the God of gods,

For his steadfast love endures forever.
Give thanks to the Lord of lords,

For his steadfast love endures forever.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204) Glory be to God

* PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the
coming of your kingdom. Give us the courage you gave the apostles, that
we may faithfully witness to your love and peace in every circumstance of
life, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. AMEN

CHILDREN’S SERMON Hilary Roeger

WORD
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 2:1-5
A reading from Ezekiel.
LTA voice] said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and | will speak with
you.” And when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet;
and | heard him speaking to me. °He said to me, Mortal, | am sending you to the
people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; they and
their ancestors have transgressed against me to this very day. “ The
descendants are impudent and stubborn. | am sending you to them, and you
shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord Gob.” ® Whether they hear or refuse to
hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a
prophet among them.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 123
To you I lift up my eyes,
to you enthroned in the heavens.
?As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, and the eyes
of a maid to the hand of her mistress,
so our eyes look to you, O LORD our God, until you show us your
mercy.
3Have mercy upon us, O LoRrD, have mercy,
for we have had more than enough of contempt,
“too much of the scorn of the indolent rich,
and of the derision of the proud.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10

A reading from 2 Corinthians.

2| know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third
heaven—whether in the body or out of the body | do not know; God knows. ® And
| know that such a person—whether in the body or out of the body | do not know;
God knows—*was caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be
told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. > On behalf of such a one | will boast,
but on my own behalf | will not boast, except of my weaknesses. ° But if | wish to
boast, I will not be a fool, for | will be speaking the truth. But | refrain from it, so
that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from

me, " even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to
keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger
of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. ® Three times |
appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, ° but he said to me, “My
grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, | will
boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may
dwell in me. ‘° Therefore | am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships,
persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever | am weak, then
| am strong.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512)



GOSPEL: Mark 6:1-13
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

! [Jesus] came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.? On the sabbath
he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded.
They said, “Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been
given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! ®Is not this the
carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and
Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at

him. “ Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in their
hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house.” ® And he could do
no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and
cured them. ® And he was amazed at their unbelief.

Then he went about among the villages teaching. ' He called the twelve and
began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean
spirits. ® He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no
bread, no bag, no money in their belts; ° but to wear sandals and not to put on
two tunics. '°He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you
leave the place. ' If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you,
as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against
them.” '? So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. ' They cast out
many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE Christian White

* HYMN OF THE DAY For by Grace You Have Been Saved (ELW 598)



* THE NICENE CREED
Let us profess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our world.

Each petition will end with Merciful God,
Please respond with receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of
the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ. Amen.



* PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please take a moment to share the Lord's peace and grace with one another.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

TITHES AND OFFERING

Please be seated. As the ushers come forward, we would like to thank you for
the work you have been doing, for the support and care you provide, and for the
gifts you share.

* OFFERING HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 182)

* OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

* LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

* BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and
mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

* SENDING SONG Let the Whole Creation Cry (ELW 876)
* DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

MINISTERS for Next Week

AUIOIVISUAL ... Noah Kirby & Jeff Ritchie
=T (o £ U SUPU Connie Krites
(LS =T P Dave Krites & Brian Van Meter
WOISHIP ASSISTANT ... Susan Miller
YT E= (o =T o S Darla Frame
PaASTON ... e Pastor Bill Schultz
L (5T < =] NS Dave & Chris Clift
Altar GUII. ..o Cari Frame & Hilary Roeger
Fellowship Cleanup ...........ieiiiiieiiiieccee e, Cari Frame & Hilary Roeger

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS

Date Views Attendance Current Giving Benevolence

06/02/2024 20 60 $2,794.00 $45.00
06/09/2024 14 60 $2,046.91 $20.00
06/16/2024 15 38 $826.61 $25.00
06/23/2024 36 77 $1,765.61 $110.00
06/30/2024 14 57 $1,415.00 $110.00

2024 current budgeted expenses are $128,507.08, or $2,471.29 per week.

FELC can now accept online donations through the church website E-"-l-
thanks to our partnership with Tithe.ly online giving. Just visit

myfelc.org or scan the QR code to the right. From the church website E ﬁ' .
click on the green GIVE button and follow the prompts. Thank you for .|: #’

your support! é g




OUR PRAYER CORNER
Those who would love a visit or a card...
Otterbein at Cridersville ~ Sharon Billiter
Otterbein at St. Marys Dorothy Dickman
The Gardens Betty Hague, Mary Ann Thomas, Betty Lietz

We especially remember in our prayers...

Concordia Ann Arbor, James Benshoff, Nancy Carter, Janet Case,
Dominic Cousins, Se'vie Daniel, Emily Fisher, Ted Gibson, Diane Hollingsworth,
Ben Jauert, Connie Kantner, Bryan Katterhenry, Wayne & Judy Kentner,
Lauren Makuh, Sasha Maslov, Mitchell Metz, Jenny Oliver, Charleigh Pangle,
Pam Schulz, Cindy Schwer, Alex Shirey, Hunter Smith, Evelyn Sprague,
Seth Thuman, Norma Wachauf, Harold Wallace, Eddie Whetstone, Jim Zwiebel,
Angela, and Skyler.

We remember in our prayers our military serving at home and abroad, under
represented and oppressed people, EMTSs, firefighters, police officers, healthcare
workers, and our veterans.

If we are missing anyone in our prayer corner, please call or email the office and
let us know. If there is anyone who wishes to be removed, please do the same.

What’s Happening at First English....
Noisy Offering for JULY: Servant’s Day Offering pans are located in the
chapel and at the back of the church. Donations are accepted all month.

Worship Music We need your help! If you or someone you know would like to
record a song, or sing or play live music for our prelude, let Darla know. Also, if
you know someone who plays the organ or piano that might be interested in
serving as our “organist” one or two Sundays a month, please let Darla know.
Thank you so much!

Collection for the Women’s Crisis Center We are collecting food items each
month for the Auglaize County Crisis Center based on a monthly dinner

theme. July’s theme is BBQ. The crisis center is also in need of basic personal
hygiene items. Please put donations on the counter in the library for us to deliver
weekly or bi-weekly.

Men’s Night is Thursday, July 11" at 6:00pm at The Inn Between.



Ladies’ Lunch is Tuesday, July 16" at 11:30am at The Whaling Knife, next to
the theater in downtown Wapakoneta.

Summer Office Hours Starting June 2" and ending August 9", the Church
Office hours will be Monday through Friday from 10am to 1pm.

Adjustment to Office Hours From July 15" to July 26™ church office hours will
shift. During this two-week period, office hours will be from 1pm to 4pm, Monday
through Friday. If you need access to the church outside of these times, please
contact Brenda Shoffstall.

FELC Upcoming Calendar of Events

Sunday, July 7t 10:00 a.m. Worship — Christian White
Thursday, July 11t 4:30 p.m. Loaves and Fishes

6:00 p.m. Men’s Night @ The Inn Between
Sunday, July 14t 10:00 a.m. Worship — Pastor Bill Schultz
Tuesday, July 16™ 11:30 a.m. Ladies Lunch @ The Whaling Knife
Wednesday, July 17" 10:00 a.m. Quilting
Thursday, July 18" 4:30 p.m. Loaves and Fishes

First English Lutheran Church
A Congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC)
107 W. Mechanic Street, Wapakoneta, OH 45895
(419) 738-3911 www.myfelc.org
Church email: wapakelc@bright.net
Office Hours: 11:00am — 1:00pm

Mission Statement
The mission of First English Lutheran Church is to spread the Gospel of Jesus
Christ and to love one another as He loves us.

Church Staff & Volunteers

Office Administrator Chuck Curry; wapakelc@bright.net; 763-312-9217
Bookkeeper Anderson Accounting

Treasurer Georgeann Stienecker; nksoccer@nktelco.net
Music Director Darla Frame

Audio-Technology Dave Curry; dicy@bright.net; 937-307-8596
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