
FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Wapakoneta, Ohio 

 

 
 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
December 4th, 2022  



WELCOME TO FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Your presence today makes us more complete. 
Thank you for being here and worshipping with us. 

 
We welcome you to our table for Holy Communion.   

We invite all baptized Christians who believe that Christ is truly present  
in the meal to join us. 

 
Children of all ages are welcome and are encouraged to participate in worship. 

 
 
 

Worship Leaders & Assistants 
 

The Altar Candles are given to the Glory of God by Ken & Darla Frame in honor of  
their children and grandchildren.  You light up our lives! 

 
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by Chad and Amelia Sterner in 

celebration of their birthdays. 
 
 

MINISTERS for this Sunday 
Audio/Visual .............................................................................. Noah Kirby & Jeff Ritchie 
Acolyte (taper / crucifer) ....................................................................... Harrison Anderson 
Lector ............................................................................................................. Chris Nagel 
Ushers ................................................................................... Ken Frame & Bruce Monnin 
Worship Assistant .......................................................................................... Chuck Curry 
Musician .................................................................................................. Karen Luginbuhl 
Preacher ........................................................................................ Deacon Sherry Krieger 
Greeter ................................................................................................... Brenda Shoffstall 
Altar Guild....................................................................... Darla Frame & Brenda Shoffstall 
Fellowship Cleanup ........................................................ Darla Frame & Brenda Shoffstall 

 
 

This worship service is live streamed and recorded and  
is published on YouTube and Facebook.   

 
* Please rise if able. 

 
 
 



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and 
make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of 
Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, 
especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will 
dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we 
are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has 
come near. 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                            Oh Come, O Come, Emmanuel by Hal Hopson                  
              
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever.   Amen. 
 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 
 

People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away. 

Rejoice in the way of the Lord.    Amen. 
 
* GATHERING SONG                                  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry (ELW 249)                 
  
* GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   And also with you. 
 



DEDICATION of the Roof, the Cameras & Screens, & of the Oven 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, creator of the universe, for your abundant gifts. 
By your holy wisdom all things have been made to reflect your glory, 
for the sustenance of life, and for the use and delight of your living creatures. 
 … 
 

We pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Light Two Candles) Doris & Deven & Cousins 
Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. 
You fasten righteousness around your waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. 
Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames, 
and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare. 
We ask that peace abound, until none hurt or destroy over all the earth.   Amen. 
 
* CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204) 

 



* PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By 
his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
BELL CHOIR ANTHEM    The Holly and the Ivy Trad English tune arr Kevin McChesney 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                                      Rebecca Van Meter 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 
 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 



PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
 1Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
 5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
 7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 18Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; 
  you alone do wondrous deeds! 
 19And blessed be your glorious name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.  

 
SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13 
A reading from Romans. 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May 
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the 
truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in 
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again, 
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 



* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205) 

 
 

* GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of 
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit 
worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 
and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 



 

MESSAGE Deacon Sherry Krieger 
 

* HYMN OF THE DAY                                           Prepare the Royal Highway (ELW 264) 
 

* THE NICENE CREED 
Let us profess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 
new hope. 
 

After each petition the responses are.... God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
After the final petition we will close our prayer with… 
 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 
join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 
 



* PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
Please take a moment to share the Lord's peace and grace with one another. 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

* TITHES AND OFFERING 
During this time we would like to thank you for the work you have been doing, for the 
support and care that you provide and for the gifts that you share.   
 
* OFFERING HYMN           Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 182) 

 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER 
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your 
mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior.  Amen.   



* GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

* HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 

 
 
* THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
* LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 208) 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 208) 

 
 
SONGS DURING COMMUNION Break Now the Bread of Life (ELW 515) 

He Came Down (ELW 253) 
Comfort, Comfort Now My People (ELW 256) 

This Little Light of Mine (ELW 677) 
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (ELW 244) 

 
* AS WE ARE BLESSED 
Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
God's grace now and always.  Amen. 



* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in 
the body and blood of Christ.  As we wait for the day when all your promises will be 
fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery.  Guide us toward your 
promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

* BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you.   
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.   

Amen 
 
* SENDING SONG                                     Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding (ELW 246) 
 
POSTLUDE                            Plainsong Postlude by Charles Callahan 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near.  Thanks be to God.   
 
You are invited to remain seated for Q&A with Deacon Sherry Krieger. 
 

MINISTERS for Next Sunday 
Audio/Visual .............................................................................. Noah Kirby & Jeff Ritchie 
Acolyte (taper / crucifer) .............................................................................. Matthew Kline 
Lector .............................................................................................................. Ken Frame 
Ushers ...............................................................................Dave Krites & Brian Van Meter 
Worship Assistant .......................................................................................... Darla Frame 
Musician ......................................................................................................... Greg Tabler 
Preacher ............................................................................................... Vicar Deb Monnin 
Greeter .............................................................................................................................. 
Altar Guild....................................................................... Darla Frame & Brenda Shoffstall 
Fellowship Cleanup ........................................................ Darla Frame & Brenda Shoffstall 

 
WEEKLY ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS 

Date  Views  Attendance Current Giving NWOS Benevolence  
10/30/2022 17  81  $1,102.00    $10.00 
11/06/2022 17  80  $4,083.00  $142.00 
11/13/2022 13  86  $2,687.00  $191.00 
11/20/2022  9  72     $856.55      $3.00 
11/27/2022 15  85  $1,555.00    $20.00 



FELC can now accept online donations through the church website 
thanks to our partnership with Tithe.ly online giving.  Just visit 
myfelc.org or scan the QR code to the right.  From the church website 
click on the green GIVE button and follow the prompts.   
Thank you for your support! 
 
Roof Project Donations ($25,000 Goal) 

Total Received to date      $30,260.00 
 

We will continue to accept donations for the roof until the project is completed. 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this project! 

 
 

OUR PRAYER CORNER 
Those who would love a visit or a card… 
The Manor: Jim Reinhart 
Otterbein at Cridersville Sharon Billiter, Rex Lippincott 
Otterbein at St. Marys: Dorothy Dickman 
At Home:  Betty Hague 
 

We especially remember in our prayers… 
Tracy Anderson, Jim Altenbach, Rita Barrera, Brianna Bertke, Don Cole,  

Dominic Cousins, Jacob Cox, Cory Crawford, Donna Stowell Dague, Janice Etzkorn,  
Connie Kantner, Bryan Katterhenry, Wayne & Judy Kentner, Dave Krites, Rex Lippincott, 
Lynne Loebach, Sasha Maslov, Cathy & Desmond Miller, Nici Rapp, Sue Schoonover, 

Pam Schulz, Adam Schulze,  Alex Shirey, Seth Thuman, and  
Chaz & Tracy Williams. 

 
We remember in our prayers all those affected by the armed conflict in Ukraine.  May we 
share today and always the bread of solidarity and peace.   
 

We remember in our prayers our military serving at home and abroad, under 
represented and oppressed people, EMTs, firefighters, police officers, healthcare 
workers, and our veterans.  
 
We remember in our prayers our college students: 
 

Amanda Bailey, Katie Ronan, and Haley Schattschneider. 
 

If we are missing anyone in our prayer corner, please call or email the office and let us 
know.  If there is anyone who wishes to be removed, please do the same. 
 
 



What’s Happening at First English…. 
Where is God Leading First English and the community around us?  To that end we 
have invited Pastor Dave Westphal, a group facilitator in our synod who has experience 
leading groups in this way to share more about this.  He met with council on November 
14, at 6:30 at First English.  If you are interested in learning more, please connect with 
Vicar Deb. 
 
Greeters Needed  Volunteers are needed to serve as greeters in Melching Hall.  A new 
signup sheet has been placed in the hallway between the sanctuary and Melching Hall. 
 
Noisy Offering for the month of DECEMBER is Tracy Anderson 
Offering pans are located in the chapel and at the back of the church. Donations are 
accepted during the entire month.  
 
Wednesday Prayer Groups You are welcome to join us as we pray together on 
Wednesdays.  Pastor Melodi and others pray at Trinity, Moulton at noon and Vicar Deb 
will be praying at First English at 5:00pm on Wednesdays.  We typically meet in the 
parlor for 45 min to an hour and share our Highs, Lows, and God moments and then we 
pray together.  You don’t have to attend every week! Come and pray with us as you can. 
 
Christmas Play Rehearsals will occur each Sunday at 9:15am until the performance on 
December 18th.  Please contact Rebecca or Bailey if you want to participate! 
 
Middle-School and High School Sunday School will be meeting in the basement each 
Sunday morning at 9:15. Vicar Deb, or her occasional substitute, would love for you to 
join in the conversation! 
 
Men’s Night will be Thursday December 8th at 6pm at JT’s in St Marys. 
 
Advent Food Drive This year, in addition to sending out daily Advent messages, we will 
be holding an Advent food drive to support God’s Storehouse food pantry.  Advent Food 
Drive calendars are available on the bulletin boards around church or in the office. 
 
Advent Worship Services will begin on Wednesday, November 30th and will take place 
every Wednesday evening at 7:00pm through December 14th. 
 
Miracle Meal Christmas Dinner will be served December 12th at 6pm at the Junior 
Fair Building at the Auglaize County Fairgrounds.  The meal will be dine-in and is 
provided free of charge, but registration of all children (0-18yrs) is required.  To register, 
please call 419-905-9360. 
 



Brunch with Santa is scheduled for December 18th following the Christmas play and 
worship service.  We will be holding a Christmas brunch for our members along with a 
Christmas activity and a gift bag for our youth.  Anyone that would like to help the 
Fellowship Committee host this event is welcome to join us.  Volunteer sign-up sheets 
will be passed out starting December 4th.  Your help would be appreciated! 
 
Calling all bakers!!  Fellowship Committee is asking for anyone that likes to bake 
cookies to help us fill some cookie plates so that we can make them available for sale 
during the Christmas brunch.  These plates are great to take to any parties or upcoming 
holiday activities.  The proceeds will be placed in the Pastor’s Discretionary fund and will 
go toward helping those in our community struggling with homelessness or meeting 
basic needs.  We will be putting the plates together at the church on December 17th so 
please let anyone from Fellowship know if you could help.   

Time to turn your ovens on             . Thank you! 

 
Blue Christmas Worship The Blue Christmas worship service is a time when we can, 
with others, acknowledge the "blue" feelings we have at Christmas time, the reasons for 
them, and offer them to God. This time has been called the "long dark night of the soul" 
and "the winter of our discontent" in which memories of past experiences and the pain of 
present experiences can become overwhelming. We pray that you will find hope and 
comfort in knowing that you are not alone.  Please join us for this quiet and reflective 
service on December 21st, at 7 pm. 
 

FELC Upcoming Calendar of Events 
Sunday, December 4th         10:00 a.m. 2nd Sunday of Advent 
  Worship Deacon Sherry Krieger 
 5:30 p.m. Christmas Caroling 
Wednesday, December 7th   12:00 p.m. Prayer at Trinity Moulton 
 5:00 p.m. Prayer at FELC (Parlor) 
 5:00 p.m. Girl Scouts (Basement) 
 7:00 p.m. Advent Worship Service 
Thursday, December 8th  4:30 p.m. Loaves & Fishes 
 6:00 p.m. Men’s Night @ JT’s St Marys  
Sunday, December 11th         10:00 a.m. 2nd Sunday of Advent 
   Worship Vicar Deb Monnin 

Congregational Meeting Following Worship 
Wednesday, December 14th   12:00 p.m. Prayer at Trinity Moulton 
 5:00 p.m. Prayer at FELC (Parlor) 
 5:00 p.m. Girl Scouts (Basement) 
 6:00 p.m. Bell Choir 
 7:00 p.m. Advent Worship Service  
Thursday, December 15th   4:30 p.m. Loaves & Fishes 



First English Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 

107 W. Mechanic Street, Wapakoneta, OH  45895 
(419) 738-3911 www.myfelc.org 

Church email:  wapakelc@bright.net 
Office Hours: 11:00am – 1:00pm 

 
Mission Statement 

The mission of First English Lutheran Church is to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and to love one another as He loves us. 

 
Sunday Schedule 

9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
9:15 a.m. Christmas Play Practice 

10:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 
 

Church Staff & Volunteers 
Pastor   Vicar Deb Monnin, deb.monnin@myfelc.org; 937-726-0579 
Office Administrator  Chuck Curry 
Bookkeeper  Chad Sterner 
Financial Secretary Georgeann Stienecker; nksoccer@nktelco.net   
Music Director  Darla Frame 
Audio-Technology Dave Curry; dlcy@bright.net; 937-307-8596 

Jeff Ritchie; jritchie002@woh.rr.com; 419-296-3794 
Noah Kirby; noah.w.kirby@gmail.com; 419-905-8243 

 
Church Council 

President  Brenda Shoffstall, shoffstall08@yahoo.com, 419-233-1956 
Vice Pres.  Teresa Fisher 
Secretary  Denise Kantner 
Treasurer  Georgeann Stienecker 
Council Members Rebecca Van Meter, Jeff Ritchie, Dave Clift,  

Jon Schmidt, Darla Frame 
Youth Rep.-Council Luke Kline 
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