
FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Wapakoneta, Ohio 

 

 
 

9th Sunday of Pentecost 
August 7, 2022  



WELCOME TO FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Your presence today makes us more complete. 
Thank you for being here and worshipping with us. 

 
We welcome you to our table for Holy Communion.   

We invite all baptized Christians who believe that Christ is truly present  
in the meal to join us. 

 
Children of all ages are welcome and are encouraged to participate in worship. 

 
 
 

Worship Leaders & Assistants 
 

The Altar Candles are given to the Glory of God by Phillip and Mary Ann Valentine. 
 

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by the people of God. 
 
 

MINISTERS for This Week  
Audio/Visual .............................................................................. Noah Kirby & Jeff Ritchie 
Acolyte (taper / crucifer) ..................................................................................... Matt Kline 
Lector ............................................................................................................ Chuck Curry 
Ushers ............................................................................................................. Ken Frame 
Worship Assistant .......................................................................................... Chuck Curry 
Musician ........................................................................................................ Darla Frame 
Lay Minister .............................................................................................. Jennie Grundey 
Greeter ........................................................................................................... Joy Kantner 
Altar Guild........................................................................ Brenda Shoffstall & Chris Nagel 
Fellowship Cleanup ......................................................... Brenda Shoffstall & Chris Nagel 
 

 
This worship service is live streamed and recorded and  

is published on YouTube and Facebook.   
 

* Please rise if able. 
 
 
 
 
 



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s 
promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” of 
which we are a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises 
of God. Have no fear. 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE               Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens, Adore Him by Rowland H Prichard 

arr Mary McDonald                       
    
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.  

Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path  
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need,  
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors.  Amen. 
 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
 
* GATHERING SONG                  How Great Thou Art (ELW 856) 
 
* GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



* KYRIE (ELW p. 203) 

 
* CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204) 

 
 



* PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. 
Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you 
wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                                              Jennie Grundey 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-6 
A reading from Genesis. 
1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, 
“O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is 
Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a 
slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the LORD came to him, “This 
man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He 
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able 
to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed 
the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 33:12-22 
 12Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! 
  Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage! 
 13The LORD looks down from heaven, 
  and sees all humankind. 
 14God sits firmly enthroned and watches 
  all who dwell on the earth. 
 15God fashions all their hearts 
  and observes all their deeds.  
 16A king is not saved by the size of the army, 
  nor are warriors rescued by their great strength. 
 17The horse gives vain hope for victory; 
  despite its great strength it cannot save. 
 18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD, 
  upon those who wait for your | steadfast love, 
 19to deliver their lives from death, 
  and to keep them alive in time of famine.  
 20Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, 
  our helper and our shield. 



 21Surely, our heart rejoices in you, 
  for in your holy name we put our trust. 
 22Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, 
  even as we place our hope in you.  
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
A reading from Hebrews. 
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the 
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things 
that are not visible. 
 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he 
stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, 
as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked 
forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he 
received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was 
barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one 
person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of 
heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 
 13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance 
they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on 
the earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a 
homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would 
have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a 
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has 
prepared a city for them. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205) 

 



* GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves 
that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no 
moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for 
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him 
as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds 
alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to 
eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of the night, or 
near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
 39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was 
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for 
the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MESSAGE Jennie Grundey 
 
* HYMN OF THE DAY Blessed Assurance (ELW 638) 
 
* THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
Let us profess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 

 

After each petition the responses are....Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

After the final petition we will close our prayer with… 
 

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast 
love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.  Amen. 
 
* PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Please take a moment to share the Lord's peace and grace with one another. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

* TITHES AND OFFERING 
During this time we would like to thank you for the work you have been doing, for the 
support and care that you provide and for the gifts that you share.   
 
* OFFERING HYMN           Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 182) 

 
 



* OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest.  As we feast on your 
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of 
all, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
* LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 208) 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

* BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you.   
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.   

Amen 
  
* SENDING SONG         God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens (ELW 771) 
 
POSTLUDE              
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

MINISTERS for Next Sunday 
Audio/Visual .............................................................................. Noah Kirby & Jeff Ritchie 
Acolyte (taper / crucifer) ..................................................................................Doris Fisher 
Lector ...................................................................................................... Marsha Jackson 
Ushers ...............................................................................Dave Krites & Brian Van Meter 
Worship Assistant .......................................................................................... Susan Miller 
Musician ........................................................................................................ Darla Frame 
Pastor ................................................................................................... Vicar Deb Monnin 
Greeter ........................................................................................................... Joy Kantner 
Altar Guild........................................................................ Brenda Shoffstall & Chris Nagel 
Fellowship Cleanup ......................................................... Brenda Shoffstall & Chris Nagel 

 
 
 

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS 
Date  Views  Attendance Current Giving NWOS Benevolence  
07/03/2022 68*           108*  $2,443.17    $61.00 
07/10/2022   7  63  $2,687.00    $63.00 
07/17/2022   7  52  $1,542.00  $218.00 
07/24/2022 14  51  $1,957.00    $13.00 
07/31/2022   8  51  $2,241.00    $49.00 

 

*Joint Service at Trinity 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OUR PRAYER CORNER 
Those who would love a visit or a card… 
The Manor: Jim Reinhart 
Otterbein at Cridersville Sharon Billiter, Rex Lippincott 
Otterbein at St. Marys: Dorothy Dickman 
At Home:  Betty Hague 
 

We especially remember in our prayers… 
Rita Barrera, Jim Bishop, Makayla Brandyberry, Don Cole, Dominic Cousins,  

Jacob Cox, Cory Crawford, Janice Etzkorn, Mike Green, Mabel Jackson,  
Connie Kantner, Bryan Katterhenry, Richard Katterhenry, Judy & Wayne Kentner,  

John Klock, Janelle Krites, Rex Lippincott, Sasha Maslov, Nici Rapp,  
Adam Schulze, Doris Sterner, Alex Shirey, Seth Thuman, Chaz & Tracy Williams, 

and Jason (a friend of Audrey and Nathan Heistan). 
 

We remember in our prayers all those affected by the armed conflict in Ukraine.  May we 
share today and always the bread of solidarity and peace.   
 

We remember in our prayers our military serving at home and abroad, under 
represented and oppressed people, EMTs, firefighters, police officers, healthcare 
workers, and our veterans.  
 

We remember in our prayers our college students:  Amanda Bailey,  
Cameron Bowersock, Lillian McPeek, Katie Ronan, and Haley Schattschneider. 
 

If we are missing anyone in our prayer corner, please call or email the office and let us 
know.  If there is anyone who wishes to be removed, please do the same. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What’s Happening at First English…. 
Ukrainian Support Through Lutheran Relief Fund For anyone moved to provide aid 
and support to the millions of Ukrainian refugees in Eastern Europe, FELC will now 
accept donations on behalf of Lutheran World Relief Ukrainian Relief Fund.  To donate, 
simply place your special offering alongside your regular offering and be sure to include 
the memo “Ukraine” to direct your support to the relief fund.  Thank you!  
 
Organist/Pianist Needed: We are looking for a person to lead our music once a month 
or every Sunday. Do you know of someone who would like to play for us?  Please reach 
out to the church office or direct individuals to the church website, myfelc.org. 
 
Altar Flowers and Altar Candle Calendar The 2022 Altar Flowers and Altar Candle 
sign-up calendar has been placed in the Mechanic St. entrance to the sanctuary.  Thank 
you in advance for volunteering! 
 
Wednesday Prayer Groups You are welcome to join us as we pray together on 
Wednesdays.  Pastor Melodi and others pray at Trinity, Moulton at noon and Vicar Deb 
will be praying at First English at 5:00pm on Wednesdays.  We typically meet in the 
basement for 45 min to an hour and share our Highs, Lows, and God moments and then 
we pray together.  Please come and pray with us!  Come when you can.   
 
Greeters Needed We are in need of several volunteers to serve as greeters at the 
entrance to Melching Hall.  A signup sheets has been placed in the hallway between the 
sanctuary and Melching Hall. 
 
Noisy Offering for the month of August: Servant’s Day 
Offering pans are located in the chapel and at the back of the church. Donations are 
accepted during the entire month.  
 
Renewing Our Visitation Teams Prior to the pandemic we had a very active and 
effective visitation ministry at First English that was led by Mary Ann Thomas.  Mary Ann 
stepped away from leading this team last year and we can’t thank her enough for her 
dedication to caring for our home bound members and keeping them connected to their 
church family.  We have been a little slow to identify someone to take over leadership of 
the visitation teams but are happy to announce that Chuck Curry will be filling this role. 
 
In addition to home visitations, this team also connects with our members by sending 
greeting cards and making phone calls.  We will be holding an informational meeting 
after worship on August 14th for anyone who is interested in participating in or learning 
more about this vital ministry.  All are welcome. 
 



Wapak Servants Day is Saturday, September 24th from 8am to 4pm  The 
Wapakoneta Area Ministerial Association has announced that the 13th annual Wapak 
Servants Day is going to be held on Saturday, September 24th.  On this day groups of 
volunteers will spend the day helping to repair the homes of persons in our community 
who are in need of assistance.  Typical projects involve painting, plumbing, carpentry, 
and yardwork.  If you would like to refer someone for this assistance, please contact the 
church office for a referral form.  Referrals are due by August 19th.  To sign up to 
volunteer for Servants Day, please contact the church office at 419-738-3911.  Let us 
celebrate and give thanks for this opportunity for our community to come together to 
serve as God’s hands in the world. 

 
Ice Cream Social Benefit St. Mark Lutheran Church Clay Township is hosting an Ice 
Cream Social on Sunday, August 28th from 5pm-7pm to benefit Jacob John Truesdale.  
Little Jacob was born with a Traecheoesophogeal Fistula and Esophageal Atresia 
(TFEA).  Flyers are located throughout the church and a link has been added to the 
church website.  All proceeds from the Ice Cream Social will go to the Truesdale family.   
 
Free Stuff 
We are going to be removing -a refrigerator and also 2 pianos and would like to offer 
these items to our members first. If anyone is interested or might know of someone 
interested please contact Brenda Shoffstall at 419-233-1956 
 

Regarding the refrigerator, it would make a nice addition for a basement or a garage.  
 

For any interest in the pianos please contact Darla Frame at 419-234-3283 
 
Men’s Night Out will be held on Thursday, August 11th, at 6:00pm at Astro Lanes. 
 
Ladies’ Night Out will be held on Tuesday, August 16th, at 6:00pm at J. Marie’s Patio. 
 
Blessing of the bags will take place on Sunday, August 21st. We invite all of our 
students to bring their backpack to be blessed. We also invite all children of God to bring 
the bags they use in their work and hobbies. Tags will be available to attached to your 
bag to remind you that your bag has blessed and that you are a special child of God. 
 
Worship in the Park Save the Date for Worship in the Park!  On September 11, we will 
be worshiping together with Trinity Lutheran at Buckland Park at 10 AM.  During worship 
we will celebrate together our youth and thank God for all God has given as we prepare 
for fall.  Following worship there will be fellowship food and games.  ALL are welcome.   
 
 
 



Confirmation Classes will begin with a get together on September 14 at Trinity’s shelter 
house at 6:30 pm.  Confirmation classes will then meet at First English at 6:30pm on 
Wednesdays.  Parents &/or Mentors are asked to come with their confirmation youth on 
the last Wednesday of the month so we can share what we have been practicing. 
 
Youth Sunday School will begin Sunday, September 25th. If you have ideas or 
suggestions to improve Sunday school attendance please speak with Rebecca or Vicar 
Deb. 
 
 
 
 

FELC Upcoming Calendar of Events 
Sunday, August 7th          9th Sunday of Pentecost 
 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m.  Worship – Jennie Grundey 
Monday, August 8th         6:30 p.m. Christian Education Committee 
 7:00 p.m. Overeaters Anonymous  
Wednesday, August 10th     12:00 p.m. Prayer at Trinity Moulton 
 5:00 p.m. Prayer at FELC (Basement) 
Thursday, August 11th    4:30 p.m. Loaves & Fishes 
 6:00 p.m. Men’s Night @ Astro Lanes 
Friday, August 12th                 7:30 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous 
Sunday, August 14th            10th Sunday of Pentecost 
 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m.  Worship – Vicar Deb Monnin  
 11:15 a.m. Visitation Team Meeting 
Monday, August 15th          7:00 p.m. Overeaters Anonymous  
Tuesday, August 16th  6:00 p.m.  Ladies’ Night at J. Marie’s (patio) 
Wednesday, August 17th             12:00 p.m. Prayer at Trinity Moulton 
 5:00 p.m. Prayer at FELC (Basement) 
Thursday, August 18th        4:30 p.m. Loaves & Fishes  
Friday, August 19th                  7:30 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



First English Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 

107 W. Mechanic Street, Wapakoneta, OH  45895 
(419) 738-3911 www.myfelc.org 

Church email:  wapakelc@bright.net 
Office: 9:00am – 12:00pm 

 
Mission Statement 

The mission of First English Lutheran Church is to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and to love one another as He loves us. 

 
Sunday Schedule 

9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 

 
Church Staff & Volunteers 

Pastor   Vicar Deb Monnin, deb.monnin@myfelc.org; 937-726-0579 
Office Administrator  Chuck Curry 
Bookkeeper  Chad Sterner 
Financial Secretary Georgeann Stienecker; nksoccer@nktelco.net 
Custodian   Diane Schlosser 
Music Director  Darla Frame 
Audio-Technology Dave Curry; dlcy@bright.net; 937-307-8596 

Jeff Ritchie; jritchie002@woh.rr.com; 419-296-3794 
Noah Kirby; noah.w.kirby@gmail.com; 419-905-8243 

 
Church Council 

President  Brenda Shoffstall, shoffstall08@yahoo.com, 419-233-1956 
Vice Pres.  Teresa Fisher 
Secretary  Denise Kantner 
Treasurer  Georgeann Stienecker 
Council Member Rebecca Van Meter 
Council Member Jeff Ritchie 
Council Member Dave Clift 
Council Member Jon Schmidt 
Council Member Darla Frame 
Youth Rep.-Council Luke Kline 
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