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A Message from Vicar Deb

Seek first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and

m all these things will be given to you as well. Matthew 6:33

God’s Kingdom - where do you see God’s Kingdom? When |
was younger, | thought of God’s kingdom as the place | would
go to after | died. | look forward to being in Heaven with Jesus
and with all the people who went before me. God’s kingdom
is certainly there.

As I've gotten older I've noticed God’s kingdom right here.
God'’s kingdom is wherever God’s love and works are being done. God’s kingdom is
here when we love one another. God’s kingdom is here when we help each other out.
God'’s kingdom is here when we uphold justice for God'’s people.

Where have you experienced God’s kingdom? I've experienced God’s kingdom in the
fellowship here after worship. I've noticed the love of God’s kingdom in the meals and
fellowship given to and for the families who are grieving their loved one. The weekend
backpacks of food that we provide to the school kids each week are also where God'’s
kingdom reigns as they help the needy and hungry in our community.

Where have you noticed God'’s right-eous-ness? Right-eous-ness abounds when God’s
love and justice reigns. God leads us and encourages us to create his kingdom right
here on earth, right here where we are.

I have noticed God’s righteousness when doors are held for others, when people stop
and talk with the stranger or visitor, when we stand up for our neighbor near or far.

But sometimes | struggle to be God’s witness, especially when | think | need to have
something done or if | have to be somewhere. It sometimes shows up when I'm waiting
in line at the check out line at the store. | sometimes get frustrated with the whole
situation, with the people who are struggling to carry their stuff, or with the cashier who
has to call for a price check. | have noticed though, that if | put myself in their shoes,
and if | share the love that Christ shares with me, the whole experience improves. 1 find
I’m no longer as frustrated and the whole experience is better for all. | may even meet
someone friendly! Do you ever struggle to be God’s witness in this world?

Jesus asks us to seek first the kingdom of God — to lift up the sad and lonely, to lift up
those who are hurting, to help those who have been downtrodden. When we look into
God’s kingdom and lift up others in God’s name, our worries seem to lessen. Thank you
Jesus — thank you for opening our eyes and hearts to your love, to your kingdom,

and to your right-eous-ness! Vicar Deb



First English’s Stewardship Corner:

Where is the Holy Spirit working in our Community?

Thank: Thank you to all who helped with Servant’s day. Together we helped
over 30 households in our community. Thank you also for providing school
supplies for the Wapakoneta Middle School Kids.

Ask: How has God provided servants in your life? How might God be calling
you to be a servant to others?

Support: Pray for the young people who began confirmation classes this month.
First English and Trinity youth are learning together and are studying the Old
Testament this year. Consider supporting Operation Shoebox in honor of our
youth.

Service: How might you reach out to those in the community who may need to
hear a friendly voice, to receive a nice card, or who may need a helping hand?
Who is God putting in front of you today?

Prayer Practice: This month, as you go about your
day, maybe while you are driving, maybe while you are
out in nature, or maybe while you are shopping, look
around and notice God's Kingdom. Where are you
seeing God's kingdom in action? How is God calling you
to be as you are out and about in the world?

Vicar Deb’s Seminary Experience:
Thank you all for supporting me and praying for me as | attend
Seminary.

| spent a week in September at Luther Seminary in St. Paul,

Minnesota. My cohort (the group of us who are going through

this MDivX program together) attended 8 hours of class each
day, AND were able to spend time outside of class learning more about each other. One
of our classes is helping us to understand how we can help create caring spaces for
others - how we can be Jesus’ hands and feet for the other. The other class is leading
us to learn more about our community and how to help our community of faith listen for
God and one another - so that we can serve God and one another in this world. | will be
doing projects to explore these things for both classes and will share the questions and
learnings with you. Thank you for supporting me and praying with me as | learn and
grow.
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FELC Committees, Chairpersons, Council Liaisons

Committee

Building & Property
Christian Education/Youth
Evangelism

Finance

Life & Fellowship

Social Ministry

Staff Support
Stewardship

Worship & Music

2021 Noisy Offerings

Month Recipient
January God'’s Storehouse
February Kids Against Hunger
March Wapak Loaves & Fishes
April Mercy Unlimited
May Auglaize Crisis Center
June Family Life Center
July Compassion International
August Servant’s Day
September Angel Tree

Servant’s Day
October Operation Shoebox
November Wapak Loaves & Fishes

Chairperson

Brenda Shoffstall
Rebecca Van Meter

Brenda Shoffstall

Niki Oren
Jim Zwiebel

Darla Frame

0’0 0’0 0’0

Liaison

Jeff Ritchie
Rebecca Van Meter
Brenda Shoffstall
Cari Frame

Denise Kantner
Teresa Fisher
Chuck Curry

Dave Clift

Eric Wisener

Amount Collected

$9.00
$120.68
$119.28
$62.00
$100.25
$209.75
$111.11
$274.49
$48.79
$17.00

December Auglaize County Council on Aging



Flowers and Candles

Altar Flowers for the month of October:

October 3 Mark and Chris Nagel
October 10" Matt and Dee Ronan
In Honor of their 29" Wedding Anniversary
October 17" FELC
October 24" FELC
October 31t Mark and Chris Nagel

Altar Candles for the month of October:

The Altar Candles are given to the Glory of God
by Mark and Chris Nagel.

Altar Flowers and Altar Candle Calendar are ready for volunteers to sign up for 2021.
Please make sure to check your calendars and volunteer to help with flowers and/or
candles. Sign up in church or call church to sign up. Thanks in advance for volunteering!

Available dates to sign up for:

November Flowers: 7, & 14

December Flowers: 5, 12, 19, & 26

Our Prayer Corner

Those who would love a visit or a card...

The Manor: Jim & Evelyn Reinhart, Dick Chenoweth, Sharon Meyer
Otterbein at St. Marys: Dorothy Dickman
At Home: Corky Slife, Betty Hague

We especially remember in our prayers...

Teresa Bambauer, Rita Barrera, Calvin Binkley, David Blackburn, Cory Crawford,
Brenda (a friend of Steve & Georgeann’s), Mike Green, Bryan Katterhenry, Kenny Koch,
Chris Krites, Janelle Krites, Brenda Lippincott, Rex Lippincott, Trey Mena-Linderman,
Judy Metz, Leeann Whetstone, Julio Sanchez, Adam Schulze, and Seth Thuman.



We remember in our prayers...our military serving at home and abroad, under
represented and oppressed people, EMTSs, firefighters, police officers, healthcare
workers, and our veterans.

We remember in our prayers...our college students: Amanda Bailey,
Cameron Bowersock, Daniel Hunt, D.J. O’Neill, Lillian McPeek, Katie Ronan,
and Haley Schattschneider.

If we are missing anyone in our prayer corner, please call or email the office and let us
know. If there is anyone who wishes to be removed, please do the same.

Funerals
We extend our deepest sympathy and love to the family of Lou Meyer. His funeral
service was held on September 22", 2021, here at First English Lutheran Church with

Eley Funeral Home & Crematory. Pastors Neil Brady and Steve Nelson conducted the
service. Military honors were rendered by Wapak VFW Post 8445,

Thank You Notes
Congregation of FELC,
Thank you all so much for your prayers and kindness over the last year through
Darlene’s iliness and passing. Everything you have done has meant so much to us. We

love our church family and appreciate your kindness and friendship.

-Dale and Mary Ann Thomas
& Jim and Denise Kantner

Congregation of FELC,

On behalf of God’s Storehouse Inc, we would like to thank you for your donation of $121.
Your contribution makes it possible for us to provide food to those in need.

God’s Storehouse, Inc is committed to helping those locally who may need a temporary
hand up. With the help of supporters like you, we can provide help during the client’s
time of need. Thank you.

-God’s Storehouse Board of Trustees



Acolytes

Lector
Ushers
Worship
Assistant
Musician

Preacher

Nursery

October 3rd

Maeson
Roode

Chris Nagel

Katie
McCullough /
Jim Zwiebel
Chuck Curry

Darla Frame
Pastor Mark

Bauer
Available

Ministries in Action

October 10th

Grayce
Swaney /
Doris Fisher
Bailey Van
Meter

Dave Krites /
Brian Van
Meter

Susan Miller

Karen
Luginbuhl
Vicar Deb
Monnin
Available

October17th

Kagan Zink /
Deven
Whetstone
Sandy
Brading

Ken Frame /
Jon Schmidt

Darla Frame
Kelly Walls
Vicar Deb

Monnin
Available

October 24th

Carly Craft /
Harry
Anderson
Joyce
Brincefield
Clayton
Fisher / Luke
Kline

Jon Schmidt

Bailey Van
Meter

Pastor Melodi
Hagen
Available

October 31st

Makenzie
Schneider /
Doris Fisher
Georgeann
Stienecker
Jim Kantner /
Steve
Stienecker
Georgeann
Stienecker
Darla Frame

Vicar Deb
Monnin
Available

Altar Guild for the month of October: Charlene Curry and Cyndi Zwiebel

Fellowship Cleanup for the month of October: Charlene Curry and Cyndi Zwiebel

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS

Date Views Attendance Current Giving NWOS Benevolence
09/05/2021 19 39 $2,432.00 $8.00
09/12/2021 28 89 $2,200.00 $216.00
09/19/2021 3 56 $1,770.00 $58.00
09/26/2021 15 58 $1,195.00 $10.00



The Word of God

These are the lessons and gospel readings for the next two months. We provide them
for you...to read at your leisure, to prepare your hearts for worship, to study the Word of
God throughout the coming weeks. If you are unable to be in church, to worship with us,
please know that you remain in the hearts and the prayers of God’s people at First
English Lutheran Church.

Sunday/ 1st 2nd Gospel
Holiday Reading Psalm Reading Reading
October 3 Genesis Psalm 8 Hebrews Mark
2:18-24 1:1-4; 2:5-12 10:2-16
October 10" Amos 5:6-7, Psalm Hebrews Mark
10-15 90:12-17 4:12-16 10: 17-31
October 17" Jeremiah Psalm 126 Hebrews Mark
31:7-9 7:23-28 10:46-52
October 24" Isaiah 53: Psalm 91:9-16 | Hebrews Mark
4-12 5:1-10 10: 35-45
October 31 Jeremiah Psalm 46 Romans John
Reformation Sunday 31: 31-34 3:19-28 8: 31-36

33:14-16

November 7% Isaiah 25:6-9 | Psalm 24 Revelation John 11:32-44
21:1-6a

November 14™ | Daniel 12:1-3 | Psalm 16 Hebrews Mark 13:1-8
10:11-14
[15-18]19-25

November 21t | Daniel 7:9-10, | Psalm 93 Revelation John 18:33-37

13-14 1:4b-8
November 28™ | Jeremiah Psalm 25:1-10 | 1Thessalonians | Luke 21:25-36

3:9-13




Announcements from Council

Council met on September 26, 2021 and reviewed the business and committee reports
from August.

Brenda Shoffstall and Chuck Curry participated in a virtual Synod Assembly on
September 24". The shortened format included voting for representatives for Synod and
churchwide leadership committees, approving the 2022 synod budget, and approving
the 2022 pastoral compensation guidelines.

Council discussed the resignation of Hilary Roeger as church secretary. For anyone
who has not yet heard, Hilary resigned in early September. You are encouraged to call
or email or stop by the church office as you normally would.

Next Council Meeting: October 17", 2021 after the worship service.

FELC News and Events...
Personal contact information...if there has been a change in your family’s contact
information, please contact the church office by email at wapakelc@bright.net or by
calling the office at 419-738-3911.

Education/Worship Schedule:

9:00 a.m. Youth Sunday School
Adult Class in person and if needed via Zoom
10:00 a.m. Worship in person and online www.myfelc.org

Adult Sunday School is meeting in the parlor at 9:00am on Sunday mornings. We
would love for everyone to join our discussion and fellowship. Please contact Rebecca
Van Meter if you are interested in joining us via Zoom or Facetime. All are welcome!

Confirmation Class: we, together with Trinity youth, have been meeting on
Wednesdays and have been learning about how God worked through and with the
people in the Old Testament. In October we learned about the creation story and about
the tree of good and evil. We also practice candle time during each class and share
where God shows up in our life. On the last Wednesday of the month students are
invited to bring their parent or sponsor so we can review what we’ve learned together.
Thank you for supporting our youth!

Quilting Group will meet every third Wednesday of the month, from 10am-12noon. Any
guestions please contact Darla Frame.


mailto:wapakelc@bright.net
http://www.myfelc/

Acolyte Training: All 6th, 7th, and 8th graders are invited to come for pizza and
Acolyte & Crucifer training on Wednesday, October 6 at 5:30pm.

Men’s Night Out: Will be meeting on THURSDAY, October 14th, at 6:00pm and will be
at The Side Rail. Please note that Men’s night has moved to Thursdays due to many
places being closed on Tuesdays.

A Very Special Ladies Night is scheduled for Tuesday, October 19™ at 6:30pm at the
Do Good Restaurant and Ministry in Osgood. To carpool meet at the church at
6:00pm. To learn more about the amazing history of Do Good, visit their website
www.dogoodrm.com and explore their About section. You can also visit their Facebook
page. You won’t want to miss this one!

Organist/Pianist Needed We are looking for a person to lead our music once a month
or every Sunday. Do you know of someone who would like to play for us? Please have
interested individuals contact the church office 419-738-3911.

Noisy Offering for the month of October: Operation Shoebox Offering pans are
located in the chapel and at the back of the church. Donations accepted during the entire
month.

Rally Day School Supply Drive for Wapakoneta Middle School. The WMS’ supply
closet is running low on the following items: pencil pouches, mechanical pencils, 2
pocket folders, 2 inch binders in red, black and white, glue sticks, small and medium
sized scissors, hand held pencil sharpeners, and colored pencils. We began collecting
these items on Rally Day and will continue collecting items in October. If you would like
to participate in the school supply drive, please bring your donations to the church and
place them in the collection box in Melching Hall lobby.

National Youth Gathering registration has begun. Youth who are planning to attend
should turn in their $150 non-refundable deposit and completed registration form to
Rebecca Van Meter or Vicar Deb as soon as possible. Please speak with Vicar Deb if
you need assistance with the cost of the deposit.

Ladies Choir: We are happy to announce that the Ladies Choir will begin singing
October 17", Our next rehearsal is scheduled for Wednesday, October 13" at 7:30pm.
Tentative rehearsal plans for this winter are to practice twice a month at 7:30pm on
Wednesday evenings and sing at worship on the 3™ Sunday of each month. Anyone
interested in joining is welcome to attend a rehearsal or call Susan Miller at 567-356-
1844. You DON'T NEED TO BE AN ACCOMPLISHED MUSICIAN to join us. Just
come! We’'ll be happy to have you and help you to learn.


http://www.dogoodrm.com/

Wapak Loaves & Fishes Meals need to be reserved by calling 567-204-6708 and can
be picked up in the alley behind the Fellowship Hall from 4:30 to 5:30 pm. Please
remain in your vehicle and the meals will be brought to you.

Wednesday prayers meetings You are welcome to join us as we pray together on
Wednesdays. Pastor Melodi and others pray at Trinity, Moulton at noon and Vicar Deb
will be praying at First English at 5:00pm on Wednesdays. We typically meet in the
parlor for 45 min to an hour and share our Highs, Lows, and God moments and then we
pray together. Please come and pray with us! Come when you can — every week or
once a month or just when you can.

Crisis Center

Each week we will be collecting food for the center, and then on the 1% Sunday of every
month, we will be donating the collected food to the Crisis Center. This month we are
collecting Italian food items which will be delivered after Sunday, November 7. We
are also collecting fresh fruit and produce each month, but ask that these items are only
donated on the first Sunday of the month. Your donation can be placed on the counter
in the church library or on the counter at the top of the basement steps. If you are
unable to attend church, you can contact Denise Kantner, 419.236.9205, and she will
coordinate a porch pick-up of your items. If you leave her a message or text, please let
her know your name and address and when the items will be ready for pick up.

Tailgate Party on October 9, 2021, bring your favorite tailgate snack and meet us at
4pm for games and fellowship in the FELC parking lot. Taco Bell and drinks will be
provided. All youth 6" grade through high school are invited to attend. Feel free to bring
a friend! This event will end at approximately 7pm.

Harvest Event on October 23, 2021 Mark your calendar, it will be at Brenda Shoffstall’s
home. This is for ALL FELC congregation members to attend. More details are provided
in the advertisement in this month’s newsletter.

Youth Quake registration deadline is October 24, 2021 Contact person: Brenda
Shoffstall. Youth Quake will be held January 7-9, 2022, in Cincinnati. All youth, 6" grade
and up, are invited to attend. We may be needing a few adult chaperones to help with
this event. If you are able to stay for the weekend, drive youth Friday evening, and/or
return them to the church Sunday, please let Brenda know.

Please Pray For & Consider donating to those in need: We pray for people around
the world suffering from the effects of natural disasters and political unrest. Please
prayerfully consider contributing to the ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response to support
global efforts to aid those in need.



Nursery Rooms Available. If you wish to nurse or take your young child out of
worship, please know there are two spaces currently available to you. The church
parlor is good for nursing moms and the smaller south side room, just through nursery,
are both available for your use. Church provided toys are
limited at this time, so please feel free to bring in your own
toys. You can join worship through your phone or tablet by
scanning (with your camera) the QR code to the right to
access FELC’s website. FELC offers free WiFi, the
password is firstwifi.

If these two spaces are not sufficient to permit adequate
social distancing or meet the current need for such space,
please reach out to Rebecca Van Meter so that more space
can be made available. All are welcome in our worship SCAN ME
services, including nursing mothers and fussy babies.

Loaves & Fishes has Service Opportunities

Board Member Vacancy Wapak Loaves & Fishes has need for a volunteer to fulfill the
final year of the three-year term of the Marketing Coordinator position on the
organization’s Board of Directors. The person fulfilling the unexpired term would serve
from January 1% to December 31 of next year and be eligible to be elected for a full
three-year term starting January 1%, 2023.

Meal Delivery Loaves & Fishes also is looking for 1 or 2 or more volunteers to deliver
meals to the Blume Alumni Apartments on Thursdays around 4pm. The volunteer would
be asked to pick up 35 meals, put them in boxes or bags for transport (note: the
volunteer must provide the bags or boxes for packing), and drop the meals off at the
back door of the Apartments. This usually takes no more than 30 minutes to complete.

If you are interested in learning more about these service opportunities, please contact
Connie Krites at 567-204-6708 or Karen Dietz at 419-739-9489.

Alzheimer Association Caregiver Support Group in Auglaize County Every second
Monday of the month, from 7pm-8pm, the Alzheimer Association of Northwest Ohio
presents a facilitated caregiver support group at New Vision Nursing and Home Care,
located at 310 Perry St. in Wapakoneta. Participants must register prior to participating
in these meetings. Registration can be completed by calling 800-272-3900. For more
information about this and other resources for coping with Alzheimer’s and dementia,
visit alz.org/nwohio



The Worship and Music Committee is asking for help in providing special music for
our Sunday worship services. This can be either instrumental or vocal and can be with
recorded accompaniment. If you or someone in your family (age doesn’t matter) would
like to help with this please contact Susan Miller to schedule a Sunday when you can
provide special music. Susan can be reached by phone at 567-356-1844 or email at
sugartime@bright.net. We all look forward to hearing you share your talents in praise of
our Lord.

November Newsletter deadline is October 26", 2021. Please have everything
submitted to the office by email, wapakelc@bright.net. Thank you in advance!

OcToBER 9TH 4:00-7:00 PMm
FELC PARHKING LoOT

*ALL YOUTH 6TH GRADE — 12TH GRADE
*BRING A SNACHK TO SHARE

*BRING YOUR LAWN CHAIR

*We wiLL HAVE BoTTLED WATER
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Fun For the Whole Family!!

When: October 23, 2021 4:00pm

Re

Chili Cook-Off
Halloween Costume Contest
Cornhole

Bingo




College Students Addresses:

Amanda Bailey
16501 Blank Pike Road
Wapakoneta, Ohio 45895 Study to be LPN/RN

Cameron Bowersock
745 Pleasant Ridge Ave. Box # 353
Columbus, Ohio 43209-2427

Daniel Hunt
14254 Infirmary Road
Wapakoneta, Ohio 45895

Lillian McPeek
306 Woodlawn Dr.
Wapakoneta, Ohio 45895

D.J. O’Neil
33 E. Carpenter Apt. B
Athens, Ohio 45701

Katie Ronan
301 S. Mercer Rd. Apt. 17
Bowling Green, Ohio 43402

Haley Schattschneider
6809 Sonya Dr
Nashville, Tn 37209

COLLEGE
STUDENTS



~ October 2021 ~
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7:30pm N/A Vicar
Vicar Deb- Deb-
Vacation Vacation
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
19 PENTECOST SUNDAY | 7:00pm Vicar Deb Class| Vicar Deb Class
9:00am OA 12pm Prayerat TM 4:00pm
Adult & Youth Sun Sch 5:00pm 4:30pm 7:30pm N/A Youth
10:00 am Vicar | Vicar Deb- Prayer at FELC Community Tailgate
Worship Service Deb- Vacation [5:30pm Loaves & Fishes Party
Pastor Mark Bauer Vacation Acolyte Training
Vicar Deb-Vacation 6:30pm
Confirmation
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
20 PENTECOST SUNDAY Vicar Deb Class| Vicar Deb Class
9:00am 7:00pm 12noon
Adult & Youth Sun Sch OA Prayer at TM 4:30pm|7:30pm N/A
10:00 am 5:00pm Community
Worship Service Prayer at FELC |Loaves & Fishes
Vicar Deb Monnin 6:30pm 6:00pm
Confirmation Men’s Night
7:30pm Ladies Choir @Side Rail
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
21 PENTECOST SUNDAY Vicar Deb Class| Vicar Deb Class
9:00am 10:00am 4:00pm
Adult & Youth Sun Sch 7:00pm 6:30pm Quilting Group 4:30pm|[7:30pm N/A Harvest
10:00 am OA Ladies 12noon Community Party
Worship Service Night @ Do Prayer at TM|Loaves & Fishes
Vicar Deb Monnin Good 5:00pm|FELC HOSTING
11:30am Restaurant, Prayer at FELC
Council Meeting Carpool @ 6:00pm Bell Choir
6pm 6:30pm
Confirmation
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
22 PENTECOST SUNDAY Vicar Deb Class| Vicar Deb Class
9:00am 7:00pm| Newsletter 12noon
Adult & Youth Sun Sch OA| deadline Prayer at TM 7:30pm N/A
10:00 am 5:00pm

Worship Service
Pastor Melodi Hagen

Youth Quake Reg Deadline

Prayer at FELC

6:00pm Bell Choir
6:30pm Confirmation

7:30pm

Ladies Choir

31
REFORMATION SUNDAY
9:00am Adult &
Youth Sun Sch
10:00am Worship Service
Vicar Deb Monnin




1 2 3 4 S

~ November 2021 ~

6
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6:30pm Loaves &
Confirmation Fishes
7:30pm Ladies Choir
7 8 10 11 12 13
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY Vicar Deb Class| Vicar Deb
9:00am . 12pm Prayer at TM Class|,.
Adult & Youth Sun Sch 7'000’£m 5:00pm 4:30pm 7:30pm N/A
10:00 am Prayer at FELC| Community
Worship Service 6:30pm Loaves &
Vicar Deb Monnin Confirmation Fishes
Men’s Night-
TBD
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
25 PENTECOST SUNDAY Ladies Vicar Deb Class| Vicar Deb
9:00am . Night-TBD|12pm Prayer at TM Class|-,.
Adult & Youth Sun Sch 7.(())02m 5:00pm 4:30pm 7:30pm N/A
10:00 am Prayer at FELC| Community
Worship Service Loaves &
Bailey Van Meter 6:30pm Fishes
Confirmation
7:30pm Ladies Choir
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY Vicar Deb Class| Vicar Deb
9:00am . 12pm Prayer at TM Class|-.
Adult & Youth Sun Sch 7:90pm 5:00pm 7:30pm N/A
10:00 am Prayer at FELC
Worship Service
Vicar Deb Monnin
28 29 30
1 ADVENT
9:00am .
Adult & Youth Sun Sch | "R
10:00 am

Worship Service
Pastor Melodi Hagen




