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Eric Wisener ............................ e.wisener08@gmail.com ...................................... 567-204-6617
Dave Clift................................. right_guy12@hotmail.com ................................... 419-231-9800
Teresa Fisher .......................... tatmfisher@bright.net ........................................... 419-236-5628
Makayla Frame ....................... Youth Representative..................................................................
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Dave Curry .............................. dlcy@bright.net .................................................... 937-307-8596

A Message from Vicar Deb
How do we know the Spirit of God is leading us?
What is the Spirit of God? As Lutherans it’s hard
for us to grasp the Holy Spirit.
I think it’s hard because we are generally logical,
straightforward, no nonsense people. Now I
know not all of us have those characteristics, but
certainly these features come through in how
Lutheran’s behave, worship and go through life.
We do not generally shout out during the sermon
when we are touched by the message (some
may say, moved by the Spirit), we are hesitant to
clap or show emotion in worship (or even outside
of worship), we don’t often lay hands on each
other for healing prayer, and regarding praying
out loud – the pastor can do that!
So, when we hear Paul and others talk about the Spirit leading us – what exactly
is that? It’s that nudge or intuition we receive that calls us to action. It’s that
spontaneous hug or thoughtful gesture you give or receive. But the Holy Spirit
also leads us as we sit with God in silent prayer, or when we ask for advice from
trusted people of God.
Paul reminds us in Romans 8:15 that we “did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but we have received a spirit of adoption.” The world and the
people in the world pull us into the pettiness and also into the greedy nature of
our humanness. This slavery and anxiousness keep us from receiving the full
love and gifts of God. The Holy Spirit through our silent meditations, through our
worship, and through our friends in Christ keep us focused in the love of God!
What a gift!
How is the Spirit moving and leading you? What are you being called to? Or
what are you being called away from? Take time this early summer, sit in your
holy place and intentionally listen for the Spirit? Where is she directing you?

We are children of God, Adopted into God’s family through our Baptism in Christ.
What a Blessing we have received. Thanks be to God, AMEN! Vicar Deb
Monnin
First English’s Stewardship Corner:
Where is the Holy Spirit working in our Community?
Thank: Thank you for supporting and encouraging our newly confirmed
members, Luke, Ben, and Eli. Please continue to pray for them as they continue
to develop their faith.
Ask: What is life giving this past month? Where is the spirit calling you?
Support: Pray with me and for me as I begin Seminary. I will be learning full
time and serving with you at First English Part time! Be sure to ask questions if
you have them!
Service: How might you reach out to those in the community who may need to
hear a friendly voice, to receive a nice card, or who may need a helping hand?

Prayer Practice: Take a walk and notice God’s work in
nature…listen to the birds, notice the wildlife – what is
inspiring you this month? How is the Spirit speaking to you?
Vicar Deb’s Seminary Experience: Hi all – I thought I’d share my
schedule and other things with you in this section. You’ll see
another section later in the newsletter.
School starts in earnest on June 9 – but I have been in orientation all
through the month of May. I have met my professors and my
classmates. There are 32 of us in this third MDivX Cohort (Cohort =
class or group). We will take all our classes together and will take
them all in the same order. This is new for me as I never have been
in a school this small! My High School, Napoleon, graduated 206 in
my class, and the University of Cincinnati had over 30,000
undergraduate students when I attended oh so long ago. So, this small class and student body is
new to me. I’m appreciating the attention and support from the staff and professors at Luther
Seminary. I will be taking 4 classes (class times are generally Tuesdays and Thursdays) and they
are listed in the plant graphic that you’ll find later in the newsletter…ask me about them and
you can learn with me. Thank you so much for your prayers of support and for your words of
encouragement. We are moving forward together with God’s blessing! Vicar Deb.
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2021 Noisy Offerings
Month

Recipient

Amount Collected

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

God’s Storehouse
$9.00
Kids Against Hunger
$120.68
Wapak Loaves & Fishes
$119.28
Mercy Unlimited
$62.00
Auglaize Crisis Center
$100.25
Family Life Center
Compassion International
Shop with a Cop
Angel Tree
Operation Shoebox
Wapak Loaves & Fishes
Auglaize County Council on Aging

Vicar Deb’s Seminary Journey
Thank you - thank you all for your support of me, a student
pastor. Thank you for encouraging me and giving me your feedback
as we try new things together. My seminary experience begins on
June 9 - and I’ll be learning and experiencing many new things. I
can’t wait to share my experiences with you. We are adding this
article in our newsletter each month so you know what’s going on
with my studies.
The first week of every semester is an “Intensive Week”. Typically, in
that week I would be at Luther Seminary in St Paul, Minnesota
learning in person with my classmates and professors. This term we
are meeting via zoom on June 9-17. I will have very limited
availability that week as I’ll be in class almost all of the time, but
please do not hesitate to reach out to me or Pastor Melodi if you need
pastoral care.
My first semester of classes goes through August 20. I will be in
class on Tuesdays and Thursdays and will continue to keep my office
hours the same, Monday Mornings and Wednesday
Afternoons. However, I will be serving 20 hours a week during
seminary rather than the 30 hours a week I’ve been prior to seminary.
As I’ll be learning over these two years, you will be able to learn and
grow with me also. As a body of Christ, we are called to support,
encourage and pray for each other. Thank you for trying new things
and for supporting and encouraging me and each other in ways you
might not have in years prior. This plant graphic is growing with me
and shows you where I am in my Seminary journey. Thank you for
your prayers! As we journey together, please prayerfully
explore: How are you discipling others? what new growth do you
see here at First English and in your life of Christ?

Flowers and Candles
Altar Flowers for the month of June:
June 6th

Niki Oren
in celebration of Isaac’s 18th birthday and Izzy’s 17th
birthday!
Patti Braun
In memory of Jake Braun and
in honor of Kara & Ryan Schneider’s 17th wedding
anniversary on June 12th.
Marsha Jackson
In memory of Charles Jackson.
Mike, Amelia & Elanor Roeger
In celebration of Hilary’s 40th birthday!

June 13th

June 20th
June 27th

Altar Candles for the month of June:
The Altar Candles are given to the Glory of God
by Brenda & Marc Shoffstall
in hopes of a fun and safe summer for everyone.
Altar Flowers and Altar Candle Calendar are ready for volunteers to sign up for 2021.
Please make sure to check your calendars and volunteer to help with flowers and/or
candles. Sign up in church or call church to sign up. Thanks in advance for volunteering!
WEEKLY ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS
Date

Views

Attendance

Current Giving

NWOS Benevolence

05/02/2021
05/09/2021
05/16/2021
05/23/2021
05/30/2021

16
14
10
17
9

54
57
59
66
61

$3,562.00
$1,672.00
$1,904.00
$2,237.00
$2,612.00

$100.00
$23.00
$35.00
$121.00
$58.00

Ministries in Action
June 6th

June 13th

June 20th

June 27th

Acolytes
Lector

Matt Kline
Luke Kline

Kagan Zink
Marsha Jackson

Maeson Roode
Bailey Van Meter

Pew
Straightner
Ushers

Brenda Shoffstall

Brenda Shoffstall

Eli Van Meter
Georgeann
Stienecker
Brenda Shoffstall

Katie McCullough
Jim Zwiebel

Dave Krites
Brian Van Meter

Ken Frame
Jon Schmidt

Clayton Fisher
Luke Kline

Worship
Assistant
Musician

Susan Miller

Darla Frame

Jon Schmidt

Karen Luginbuhl

Kelly Walls

Darla Frame

Georgeann
Stienecker
Susan Miller

Preacher/
Lay
Minister
Nursery

Chuck Curry

Vicar Deb Monnin
& VBS Youth
Communion
Unstaffed

Vicar Deb
Monnin
Communion
Roseanne
Whetstone

No Communion
Bailey Van Meter

Brenda Shoffstall

Pastor Melodi
Hagen
Communion
Amelia Sterner

Altar Guild for the month of June: Carrie Roode & Jon Schmidt

What spiritual gifts are we experiencing? How are we discipling to each other?
On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples and filled them with her love and
wisdom and gave the disciples gifts of different languages. On that day so many years
ago, many people heard the Word of the Lord and were baptized into the faith, and so
our Christian church was formed.
It’s several thousand years later and we too receive the Holy Spirit and her gifts and
energy and are called to disciple to others. And this summer, as a part of my seminary
experience, we will have opportunities to hear the message in different ways, from
different people. I have been encouraged by the leaders of the MDivX program to
preach 1-2 times a month and that makes opportunities for us to hear messages from
people other than me. Pastor Melodi and I will be pulpit swapping once a month and we
ask to have lay leaders to share the message on the other Sunday that I will not be
preaching. You will see the schedule above. Thank you for being open to this new
thing.

The Word of God
These are the lessons and gospel readings for the next two months. We provide them
for you...to read at your leisure, to prepare your hearts for worship, to study the Word of
God throughout the coming weeks. If you are unable to be in church, to worship with us,
please know that you remain in the hearts and the prayers of God’s people at First
English Lutheran Church.

Sunday/
Holiday

1st
Reading

Psalm

June 6th

Genesis 3:8-15

Psalm 130

June 13th

Ezekiel
17:22-24
Lamentations
3:22-33
Job 38:1-11

Psalm 92:1-4,
12-15
Psalm 30

June 20th
June 27th

Psalm 107:1-3,
23-32

July 4th
July 11th

Amos 7:7-15

July 18th
July 25th

Jerimiah 23: 1-6 Psalm 23

Psalm 85:8-13

2nd
Reading
2 Corinthians
4:13-5:1
2 Corinthians
5:6-10, 14-17
2 Corinthians
8:7-15
2 Corinthians
6:1-13

Ephesians
1:3-14
Ephesians
2:11-22

Gospel
Reading
Mark 3:20-35
Mark 4:26-34
Mark 5:21-43
Mark 4:35-41

John 6:1-21
Mark 6:14-29
Mark 1:9-14
Mark 6:30-34,
53-56

Our Prayer Corner
Those who would love a visit or a card...
The Manor:
Jim & Evelyn Reinhart, Dick Chenoweth
Otterbein at St. Marys:
Dorothy Dickman
At Home:
Corky Slife, Betty Hague
We especially remember in our prayers…
Darlene Adams, Teresa Bambauer, Rita Barrera, David Blackburn, Family & Friends of
Jean Chenoweth, Melinda Colvin, Cory Crawford, Makayla Jenkins, Bryan Katterhenry,
Chris Krites, Janelle Krites, Family and Friends of Connie Link, Brenda Lippincott, Trey
Mena-Linderman, Lou Meyer, Katelyn Rose, Jerry Slife, Odna Schultz and Seth
Thuman.
We remember in our prayers…our military serving at home and abroad, under
represented and oppressed people, EMTs, firefighters, police officers, healthcare
workers, and our veterans.
We remember in our prayers…our college students: Amanda Bailey, Daniel Hunt, Katie
Ronan, D.J. O’Neill, Haley Schattschneider, Cameron Bowersock, Preston Shannon,
and Morgan Fisher.
If we are missing anyone in our prayer corner, please call or email the office and let us
know. If there is anyone who wishes to be removed, please do the same.

Celebrations of Life
We extend our deepest sympathy and love to the family of Constance Sue Link. Her
funeral service was held on May 27, 2021, at First English Lutheran Church with Vicar
Deb Monnin officiating.
We extend our deepest sympathy and love to the family of Norma Jean Chenoweth. Her
funeral service was held on May 28, 2021, at Schlosser Funeral Home with Vicar Deb
Monnin officiating.

Notes from members and others…
Dear First English Lutheran Church,
Please know how appreciative I am of your continued support of the Weekend Meals
program at Wapak Middle School. We have been so blessed to partner with you to
provide this service for our students. Many thanks! Kristi Fisher, WMS Guidance
Brenda, Darla and all the ladies who served food at Dad’s funeral, Thank you for
providing lunch and a space for Dad’s family and friends to celebrate him and tell stories
about him. Mom has been a member of FELC for almost 70 years. You are all family to
her and to us. Thank you for your kindness and for the delicious food. -Mary Geren Lutz

Baptisms
We welcome Addilynn Jaymes Schlegel, our Sister in Christ, as we celebrated her
Baptism, May 2, 2021. Addilynn is the daughter of Roseann & Cody Schlegel, sister to
Faith and Vivian. She was born on December 17, 2020 and her sponsors are Amelia &
Chad Steiner.
We welcome Mack Jacob Randolph, our Brother in Christ, as we celebrate his Baptism
today. Mack is the son of Courtney & Trevor Randolph. He was born on March 31, 2021
and his sponsors are Kara Schneider & Jenna Randolph.

FELC News and Events...
Personal contact information...if there has been a change in your family’s contact
information, please contact the church office by email at wapakelc@bright.net or by
calling the office at 419-738-3911.
Education/Worship Schedule:
9:00 a.m.
Adult Class in person and if needed via Zoom
10:00 a.m.
Worship in person and online www.myfelc.org
Online worship services will be available on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. The office
will email link for services or go to www.myfelc.org.
Adult Sunday School is meeting in the parlor at 9:00am on Sunday mornings. We
would love for everyone to join our discussion and fellowship. Please contact Rebecca
Van Meter if you are interested in joining us via Zoom or Facetime. All are welcome!
Vacation Bible School: will be June 7th – 11th, 9:00am-12:00pm. Registration forms are
on back table or email office for form.
Congregational Meeting: We will be having a congregational meeting immediately after
worship TODAY, June 6, 2021 to approve the sale of the Dayton Property. Please join us.
Men’s Night Out will be meeting on Tuesday, June 8th, will be at Inn Between.
Quilting Group will meet every third Wednesday of the month, from 10am-12noon. Any
questions please contact Darla Frame.
Ladies Night: Will be meeting on Tuesday, June 15th at 6:15pm at New Downtown
Gazebo. Chicken wings will be provided, please bring snacks and drinks.
Worship on July 4th: We will be worship outside at Trinity at 9:00am honoring Loaves &
Fishes. There will be no worship service at First English Lutheran Church.
Organist/Pianist Needed We are looking for a person to lead our music once a month
or every Sunday. Do you know of someone who would like to play for us?
Wapak Loaves & Fishes Meals need to be reserved by calling 567-204-6708 and can
be picked up in the alley behind the Fellowship Hall from 4:30 to 5:30 pm. Please
remain in your vehicle and the meals will be brought to you.

Noisy Offering for the month of June: Family Life Center Offering
pans are located in the chapel and at the back of the church. Donations
accepted during the entire month. There will be FLC Bottles around the
church if you would like to take and bring back for additional donations.
Crisis Center
Each week we will be collecting food for the center, and then on the 1st Sunday of every
month, we will be donating the collected food to the Crisis Center. This month we are
collecting Basic Needs items, which will be delivered after Sunday, July 4th. We are
also collecting fresh fruit and produce each month, but ask that these items are only
donated on the first Sunday of the month. Your donation can be placed on the counter
in the church library or on the counter at the top of the basement steps. If you are
unable to attend church you can contact Denise Kantner, 419.236.9205, and she will
coordinate a porch pick-up of your items. If leave her a message or text, please let her
know your name and address and when the food will be ready for pick up.
Fellowship Committee They are looking for volunteers to donate cookies in
prepackaged bags to start serving in April but taking donations now. If interested or have
questions, please contact Brenda Shoffstall.
The Worship and Music Committee is asking for help in providing special music for
our Sunday worship services. This can be either instrumental or vocal and can be with
recorded accompaniment. If you or someone in your family (age doesn’t matter) would
like to help with this please contact Susan Miller to schedule a Sunday when you can
provide special music. Susan can be reached by phone at 567-356-1844 or email her at
sugartime@bright.net. We all look forward to the music in our worship services. Please
share your talents in praising our Lord.
A BIG THANK YOU to Marisa Yocum for hosting Ladies’ Night in May. We had a
wonderful time together.
You are welcome to join us as we pray together on Wednesdays. Pastor Melodi and
others pray at Trinity, Moulton at noon on Wednesdays and Vicar Deb will be praying at
First English at 5:30 on Wednesdays. We typically meet for 45 min to an hour and share
our Highs, Lows, God moments, and then pray. Come and pray with us! Come when
you can - every week or once a month or just when you can.
July Newsletter deadline is June 21, 2021. Please have everything submitted to Hilary
by email, wapakelc@bright.net. Thanks in advance.

Staffed nursery rooms available. If you wish to nurse or
take your young child out of worship, please know there are
two spaces currently available to you. The church parlor is
good for nursing moms and the smaller south side room, just
through nursery, are both available for your use. Church
provided toys are limited at this time, so please feel free to
bring in your own toys. You can join worship through your
phone or tablet by scanning (with your camera) the QR code
to the right to access FELC’s website. FELC offers free
WiFi, the password is firstwifi. If these two spaces are not
sufficient to permit adequate social distancing or meet the
current need for such space, please reach out to Rebecca
Van Meter so that more space can be made available. All are
welcome in our worship services, including nursing mothers and fussy babies.
KIDS AGAINST HUNGER - SATURDAY JUNE 12, 2021 BEGINNING AT 9:00 am
We need volunteers to help package meals again this year with our friends from St. Marks
and Trinity Lutheran, so please bring your family, friends, neighbors, even your co-workers
to spend the morning spreading the Gospel by helping feed the hungry both in our own
community and around the world.
This is our 13th year working with Kids Against Hunger and it truly is a project anyone from
the age of 3 to 90 can do. There is a job for every one of all abilities and First English will
be providing cookies and juice this year, so please come join the fun and help make a
difference in the lives of many kids and their families. To volunteer, please contact Connie
Krites by e-mail at ckrites@ohiolink.net, by cell phone/text at 567-204-6708 or call 419657-6983 by June 1.
Vicar Deb on Vacation: May 31st through June 6th, Vicar Deb will be on vacation.
June 9-18: Vicar Deb has Intensive these days and will not be in the office and availability
will be limited but will return emails/calls as soon as she can.
New Directory is coming! Schedule your appointment online or with Brenda/Darla.
June 17th, 2:00pm-8:30pm; June 18th, 2:00pm-8:30pm; June 19th, 10:30am-5:00pm &
September 7th, 2:00pm-8:30pm.

Announcements from Council
May Council Meeting Highlights
During a special congregational meeting held on May 16th, First English Lutheran
Church approved a proposal to replace the existing ductless heating and air conditioning
units in the sanctuary. The work will be performed by Perry Heating and Air
Conditioning who submitted a bid for $22,257 to complete the entire project. Perry will
begin working in the sanctuary as soon as the parts and materials arrive.

In light of announced changes to the COVID-19 policies and mandates in the state of
Ohio, Church Council voted to remove all COVID-19 guidelines and special
requirements for activities at FELC effective June 2nd, 2021. This means that FELC will
return to pre-COVID practices on June 2nd, with the following exceptions;
•
•
•
•

We will continue to rope off one pew on each side of the sanctuary for
congregants who wish to continue social distancing practices
Communion kits will continue to be made available for individuals who wish to
commune from their seats
Our regular and noisy offering will continue to be taken at the back of the
sanctuary and chapel overflow area
We will continue live-streaming our worship services

The independent audit of FELC’s 2020 financial records has been completed
satisfactorily. Council would like to extend a special thank you to our Treasurer Susan
Miller and our Financial Secretary Georgeann Stienecker and the many volunteers who
assist them throughout the year for the extreme care and attention to detail that they
have always shown in the handling of our financial affairs! Thank you for all that you do
for our FELC family!

Thank you to everyone who dreamed with us and shared their ideas for how we might
use and update our spaces to the advancement of our mission! Council has reviewed
the feedback we received and identified several opportunities that we can begin
immediately and a few that will require a bit more research and planning before they are
implemented. One of the first projects we plan to tackle is finishing the high school
lounge and activity space in the basement. Thank you again for all of your great ideas!

Vicar Deb officially starts her seminary training at Luther Seminary this month. This
means that her workload at FELC will be reduced from 30 to 20 hours per week. Vicar
Deb plans to keep her same office hours on Monday mornings and Wednesday
afternoons and she will continue to be available by phone and email, but please be
understanding if she is sometimes unable to provide an immediate response to your
questions or concerns. Luther Seminary has requested that Vicar Deb prepare no more
than two messages per month so that she might focus on her studies. In order to
accommodate this request, we will have one message per month delivered by members
of our congregation and another delivered by Pastor Melodi Hagen. A detailed summer
schedule has been prepared and is available in the church office. Thank you all for
supporting Vicar Deb as she begins this new phase in her call to leadership in Christ
Jesus!

~ June 2021 ~
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

2

Vicar Deb
Vacation

6

7

8

2 PENTECOST SUNDAY
9:00am
Adult Sun Sch
8:00am & 10:00am
Worship Service
Chuck Curry

9:00am
VBS

Wed

3 PENTECOST SUNDAY
VBS Program
9:00am
Adult Sun Sch
10:00 am
Worship Service
Vicar Deb Monnin &
VBS Youth
Vicar Deb Intensive

20

14

9

Vicar Deb
Intensive

21

5 PENTECOST SUNDAY
9:00am
Adult Sun Sch
10:00 am
Worship Service
Pastor Melodi Hagen

28

Fri

4
Vicar Deb
Vacation

10

11

12

9:00am
VBS

9:00am
VBS

4:30pm
Community
Loaves & Fishes

7:30pm
N/A

Vicar Deb
Intensive

Vicar Deb
Intensive

16

17

Vicar Deb
Intensive

22

23

12noon
Prayer at TM
Vicar Deb
5:15pm
Class Prayer at FELC

29
Vicar Deb
Class

30
12noon
Prayer at TM
5:30pm
Prayer at FELC

19

2:00pm-8:30pm
Directory
Pictures

4:30pm
Community
Loaves & Fishes

7:30pm
N/A

Vicar Deb
Intensive

Vicar Deb
Intensive

Vicar Deb
Intensive

24

25

10:30am5:00pm
Directory
Pictures

26

Vicar Deb Class
4:30pm
Community
Loaves & Fishes

8:00am
Kids
Against
Hunger

Vicar Deb Vicar Deb
Intensive Intensive

18

2:00pm-8:30pm
Directory Pictures

Vicar Deb
Vacation

7:30pm
N/A

9:00am
VBS
12noon
6:00pm
Prayer at TM
Men’s
5:15pm
Night Prayer at FELC

15

Sat

5
Vicar Deb
Vacation

4:30pm
Community
Loaves & Fishes

9:00am
VBS

10:00am
Quilting Group
6:15pm
12noon
Ladies
Prayer at TM
Night
5:15pm
Prayer at FELC

4 PENTECOST SUNDAY
9:00am
Adult Sun Sch Newsletter
10:00 am
Deadline
Worship Service
Vicar Deb Monnin

27

3

Vicar Deb
Vacation
12noon
Prayer at TM
5:15pm
Prayer at FELC
6:30pm
Confirmation

Vicar Deb Vacation

13

Thu

7:30pm
N/A

~ July 2021 ~
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

2

Sat

3

Vicar Deb
Class
7:30pm
N/A

4:30pm
Community
Loaves &
Fishes

4

5

6

7

6 PENTECOST SUNDAY
9:00 am
Worship Service
AT TRINITY MOULTON
No service at FELC

11

Vicar Deb
Class

12

13
6:30pm
Christian
Education
Meeting

19

9 PENTECOST SUNDAY
9:00am
Adult Sun Sch
10:00am
Worship Service
Vicar Deb Monnin
1:00pm
Youth Event

14
Vicar Deb
Class

6:00pm
Men’s Night

20

8 PENTECOST SUNDAY
9:00am
Adult Sun Sch
10:00am
Worship Service
Vicar Deb Monnin

25

9

Vicar Deb
Class

10
7:30pm
N/A

4:30pm
Community
Loaves &
Fishes

7 PENTECOST SUNDAY
9:00am
Adult Sun Sch
10:00am
Worship Service
Vicar Deb Monnin
11:30am
Council Meeting

18

8
12noon
Prayer at TM
5:30pm
Prayer at FELC

21
Vicar Deb
Class

6:15pm
Ladies Night

26

27
Newsletter
Deadline

12noon
Prayer at TM
5:30pm
Prayer at FELC

16

12noon
Prayer at TM
5:30pm
Prayer at FELC

17

Vicar Deb
Class
7:30pm
N/A

4:30pm
Community
Loaves &
Fishes

22

23

10:00am
Quilting Group Vicar Deb
12noon
Class
Prayer at TM
5:30pm
4:30pm
Prayer at FELC Community
Loaves &
Fishes

28
Vicar Deb
Class

15

29
Vicar Deb
Class
4:30pm
Community
Loaves &
Fishes

24
7:30pm
N/A

30

31
7:30pm
N/A

